CITY OF BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

COUNCIL CHAMBERS—CITY HALL
JUNE 7, 2021 —7: 00 PM

Hybrid Meeting

Mayor Gregory called this meeting to order.

City Clerk Meyer called roll. Members present on roll call: Alderman Haul, Alderman Whitaker,

Alderwoman Duco, Alderman Randle, Alderman Ferguson, Alderman Anthony, Alderman Ovian,

Alderman Dintelman, Alderwoman Schaefer, Alderwoman Stiehl, Alderman Rothweiler,
Alderman Elmore, Alderman Weygandt, Alderman Wigginton, Alderwoman Sullivan.
Alderwoman Eros excused.

ROLL CALL DEPARTMENT HEADS

Roll Call Department Heads: Mayor Gregory; City Clerk, Jennifer Gain Meyer; City Treasurer

Sarah Bierman; City Attorney Hoemer, Police Chief, Bill Clay; Fire Chief, Tom Pour; Director
of Public Works, Jason Poole; Director of Wastewater, Randy Smith; Director of Library, Leander
Spearman; Director ofIT, Scott Markovich; Director ofHealth, Housing and Building, Scott Tyler;
Director of Human Resources, Seth Miller.

Director of Finance, Jamie Maitret excused.
PLEDGE

Mayor Gregory led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Kristin Boyles. Vice President of Metro East Pride

Those in attendance with her this evening are fellow board members of the Board of Directors.

They come here tonight not to cause a disruption or to question the decision made by the officials
to remove the Pride flags from Public Square but rather to express their sincere thanks to the City

of Belleville for their support of the LGBTQIA+ community.

Pride is routed in the history of minority groups who have struggled for decades to overcome

prejudice and be accepted for who they are. LGBTQIA+ Pride Month is celebrated every year in
June. The month of June was chosen to commemorate the riots held by members of the LGBTQ
community
against the police raid that took place at Stonewall Inn, located in New York City
in June 1969.
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According to the Library of Congress the Stonewall uprising was a tipping point for the gay
liberation movement in the United States. They stand here today in the footprints that were laid

before them by those tearless fighters of the LGBTQIA+ movement. They continue to fight for
those that will carry on their efforts long after they are gone in the hopes for a better and more
inclusive society.

They will agree to disagree on the decision to remove the flags from the Public Square. They
viewed the decision to relocate them on Highway 159 as a compromise toward the step in the right
direction for equality.
Due to COVID- 19 Metro East Pride will hold their annual pride fest in October upon consultation

with the City and St. Clair County Health Department.

Pride Fest is a family friendly festival with vendors, food, entertainment, educational booths, kid
zone and team pride which offers activities for everyone in the LGBTQIA+ youth.

Their motto is diversity, equality and inclusion. They invite everyone to Pride Fest which will be
held Saturday, October 2, 2021 from 12: OOpm to I0:OOpm. Metro East Pride is just not to throw
a party, they are about a community.

A community in which all members are respected,

appreciated and welcomed.

During the last year and half due to the pandemic their fundraising efforts have been halted;
however, they were still able to give back to the community in a powerful ways including, pride

scholarship, toy drive, holiday food box give away, Belleville Chamber movies with Santa,
Belleville Chamber backpack to school fun air, golf tournament hole sponsor, Pride STL and Black
Pride Christmas Dinner sponsor and a foster care LGBTQIA+ Christmas party.

As most of you are aware, there have many positive posts on Social Media about the Pride Fest

and many comments commending the City of Belleville for recognizing Pride month. They
understand that not all residents support their organization or mission and that is their right;

however, Metro East Pride is extremely proud of the work they do, their contributions to the

community. They look forward to working with the City of Belleville to bring LGBTQIA+ issues
to the forefront. They truly appreciate the support.

Gay pride was bom of not a need to celebrate being gay, but for a right to exist without persecution.
So instead of wondering why there is not a straight pride movement just be thankful you don' t
need one.

Mayor Gregory thanked everyone for being present tonight and all the volunteering in the
community. The City has a diverse community, and this is something that should be celebrated.
Michael Haebere

Regarding the spelling on Centreville Avenue on street signs. Although the historical spelling
has been Centreville Avenue and some of the more recent signs the spelling has been Centerville.

He would like to see signs use the historic " re" spelling. He has had email conversations with
Michael Velloff and he indicated the new signs will have the " er" spelling to match IDOT signs
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on Route 15. Our Ordinance Book contains over two dozen references to the historic spelling.
Will that have to be modified and what will this Council do with the signs in the unincorporated
portions of Centreville Avenue. Are you aware of how to change a street name with the 911

service which is persnickety about street names when dispatching fire and ambulance services?
Bottom line IDOT made an error on their signs and this alone is not reason enough for us to justify
changing our history.

Mayor Gregory, if IDOT sent you a letter and misspelled your name would you go down to the
DMV and get a new license. Would you inform your lifelong friends and family members that
you have a new name because IDOT made an error? He pleads not to allow the City engineer to
erase the historical spelling of Centreville Avenue.

Engineering Contracts:

with the new administration in office he hopes the City takes the

opportunity to modify the process of awarding contracts to engineering firms. In the past seeking
input from multiple engineering firms has saved a million dollars on a single project. Specifically,
a storm water storage tank on the East End. Council often approves engineering contracts based
on a percentage of the construction bid. This ensures any firm selected will be paid a fixed price

depending on the size of the project. He discovered the Council approved a contract of 10. 85% of
the construction bid. Mayor Eckert signed the contract, the 10. 85% was crossed out and replaced

with" see attached fee schedule". In his opinion this is not only wrong but disserves the taxpayer.
Actions such as this have led some engineering fees being over 20% of the construction bid.
Another contract quoted over 300- man hours of engineering design work not to exceed $ 56, 000
for an asphalt overlay a mere 1200 feet in length.

Mayor Gregory, please sign only unmodified contracts that have been approved by Council. If
there are any modifications send the contract back to committee for reapproval.
Centreville Avenue: last Tuesday morning the contractor had a dump truck with topsoil to be
spread, seeded and covered with hay. While they were using a backhoe to get the topsoil from the

truck. They raised the bed and drove down the street and in doing so they ripped the wires from
his internet and phone service of the utility pole. He asked to speak with the inspector assigned to
the job and was informed he was not onsite. The earliest repair he could schedule with Charter

was late Thursday afternoon. He figured the City Engineer would have a personal contact at the

utility company to expedite the order. He called Mr. Velloff and he was informed by Mr. Velloff
having no inspector onsite was an ongoing issue during this project. He also stated he could do no
more with Charter than he could by calling for the repair.
He works from home and requires telephone and intemet access to perform his job. At this point
all he can do is lose three days of work. Charter showed up Thursday evening and repaired the

wires. Early Friday morning he again lost internet and phone service, he ventured up to the street
and saw the contractor striping the center lane and noticed the interact and phone wires had been
ripped from the utility pole. The contractor said they didn' t rip down the wires although right
below where the wires used to be located you could see clear evidence where the trucked stopping

and restarted the striping. He asked to speak with the inspector and as before was informed, he
was not onsite.
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He then called that Mayor' s office and left a harsh voicemail, he apologized for the harsh tone as
he was quite irate at that moment. He then called Charter and explained he had gone though three

days of no service and she was kind enough to expedite the order for that day.

He thought the Council approved an inspection contract where IDOT required an inspector to be
on the job site when construction was being performed. He personally knows twice where the
inspector was not onsite. How many hours of construction were completed with no proper
inspection? Will the taxpayer be on the hook for substandard work or materials that were not
inspected?

Mayor Gregory stated the City Engineer, Michael Velloff resigned last Wednesday. She has
posted out for hire a City Engineer and an Economic Development Director.
Stewart Lannert

President Trump and his family have been getting death threats even by death threat Congressmen
and Senators for four years. He might blow up a two- bit newspaper and they all go nuts, he spends
three days in jail, with 15 people in a small cell with no bath, $ 7500 bond, case still pending,
25, 000 lawyer fees so far.

On November Ts some morons had a so- called photo shoot having ten or so people blocking

East Washington Street, he never came close to hitting anyone; however, seven weeks later he
was charged with aggravated assault, two felonies,$ 4, 500 bond. He has been branded a racist in

Belleville by the News-Democrat with three front page stories about him and the democrats keep
saying America is a racist country. He has decided not to atone for his so- called racism he is
going to put up $ 50,000 to help fund a statue of a black schoolteacher who was lynched in 1903
on Public Square and body burned while the Mayor and Police did nothing to prevent it. He has
nothing but disdain for democrats and news media. His lawyer said they hate him in Belleville.
He is not running a popularity.
Alderman Rafti Ovian

In the past Mayor Eckert decided what streets projects were to be done next. These projects were

presented to Streets and Grades to award engineering contracts without any input from the Streets
and Grades committee.

In future he would like to see Streets and Grades discuss outstanding

projects and what should be done next.

Street and Grades should review and discuss the Quality Based Selection during open meetings.
He would like to see a policy in place to have QBS on jobs the City bids. All we must do is follow
the State Law. Federal Law does not require it however, the State does. He notices this is on
Legal and Ordinance Review meeting for tomorrow evening.

At the meeting on May 17, 2021 the Council voted to approve construction inspection on Forest
Avenue. This job has not been bid and as far as he knows IDOT has not yet approved it. This

week he took time to go over the numbers and it looks like we are paying $ 115. 96/ hr for a
construction inspector. The way you can get to this is take the total consulting fee which is$ 39,427

and divide by the total hours that the two engineers work which is 340 hours. You also will see in
the same packet you will see overhead cost of 175. 19%.
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The contract did not specify classifications for a construction inspector so basically a staff engineer
is paid$ 28. 26/ hr and the senior engineering is paid$ 56.41/ hr. He would like to see a general rule
implemented where an inspector is not employed by the engineering firm or low bidder. This way
errors in design or construction are reviewed by an independent third party. We owe it to the
taxpayers to oversee their money and if there are problems the engineering firm or low bidder will
be forced to use their errors and omission instead of the taxpayers paying for their mistakes.

Let' s stop rushing and hiring inspectors before a job is bid or approved by IDOT. He asks that
Mayor Gregory be afforded the opportunity to staff the Engineering Department with an engineer
and inspector.

A few years ago, the City paid a firm to do an asset management and inventory every road,

sidewalk, street sign, lamp post, manhole owned by the City. He requests a copy to be mailed to
each Alderman.

PRESENTATIONS, RECOGNITIONS & APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Gregory will recognize the character word of the month" fairness" meaning playing by the
rules, being open-minded and not taking advantage.
RRR

Mayor Gregory and Chief Clay recognized Master Sergeant Craig Stafford for 32-plus years of
service with the City of Belleville Police Department.
rRR

Mayor Gregory and Chief Clay recognized recognize Officer Gregory Giedeman for 20-years of
service with the City of Belleville Police Department.

Alderman Rothweiler made a motion seconded by Alderman Wigginton to appoint of Tim
Gregowicz to serve a 3- year term on the Planning Commission.

Members voting aye on roll call: Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian,
Dimelman, Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan. ( 15)
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Alderwoman Schaefer made a motion seconded by Alderwoman Stiehl to approve City Council
Meeting Minutes of May 17, 2021.

Members voting aye on roll call: Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintchnan,
Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel. ( 15)
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CLAIMS, PAYROLL AND DISBURSEMENTS

Alderman Ferguson made a motion seconded by Alderwoman Schaefer to approve claims and
disbursements in the amount of$ 1, 466, 022.94 payroll in the amount of$869, 758.95( 5/ 21/ 2021)
and $851, 910. 11 ( 6/ 4/ 2021).

Members voting aye on roll call: Duco, Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer,
Stiehl, Rothweiley Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker. ( 15)
REPORTS

Alderman Whitaker made a motion seconded by Alderman Rothweiler to approve Treasurer
Report April 2021. Motion to approve Statement of Cash and Investments Report— April 2021.

Members voting aye on roll call: Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl,
Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco. ( 15)
ORAL REPORTS

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Alderman Wigginton made a motion seconded by Alderman Anthony to approve the following
Zoning Cases:
31- MAY21 —Ricardo Tucker, Tucker Quality Homes LLC: Request for a Use Variance to

establish a two- family dwelling at 6 Hi-Pointe Drive ( 02- 36.0-408- 004) located in an " A-1"
Single- Family Residence District. ( Applicable section of the zoning code: 162. 570) Ward 4
Zoning Board unanimously voted to recommend approval

32- MAY21 —Jerry & Debbie Belleville: Request for an Area/ Bulk Variance to erect an 8- foot

fence at 421 John Henry Street ( 08- 33. 0- 100- 009) located in an " A-1" Single Family Residence
District. (Applicable section of the

zoning code: 162. 570; 162. 392) Ward 5 Zoning Board

unanimously voted to recommend approval

Members voting aye on roll call:

Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl,

Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle. ( 15)
PLANNING COMMISSION

Alderman Dintelman made a motion seconded by Alderman Randle to approve McCullough' s
Floorine: Site Plan and Architectural Elevations for the addition of an approximately 4, 725 square

foot commercial space, at 4400 North Belt West, a" C- 2" Heavy Commercial District- zoned 3. 62acre site. ( Parcel 08- 17. 0- 100- 052) Ward 3 Planning Commission unanimously voted to
recommend approval
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Members voting aye on roll call:

Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler,

Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson. ( 15)
COMMUNICATIONS

Alderwoman Schaefer made a motion seconded by Alderwoman Duco to approve the following
motions:

YOGA ON THE SQUARE— 06/ 26/2021

Go Yoga Express, LLC requests additional City services to their Yoga on the Square, Saturday,
June 26, 2021. Additional City services requested: trash toters and electric. ALL EVENTS
APPROVED BY COUNCIL MUST FOLLOW COVID- 19 MITIGATION AS REQUIRED BY
THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AT TIME OF EVENT.
VENUE ON MAIN—ALL EVENTS

Request from Venue on Main to allow Mobile Commerce Vendors for all special events at Venue
on Main( Special Services District).

WEST END INDIE MARKET— 07/24/ 2021 and 09/ 11/ 2021

Request from Sweet Honey LLC to host the West End Indic Market on
Saturday, July 24,
2021 ( 12: OOpm to 6: OOpm) and Saturday, September 11, 2021 ( 10: 00am to 4: OOpm) City parking,
10" & West Main Street. Lot closure request: July 24, 2021 ( 9: OOam to 8: OOpm) and September
11, 2021 ( 8: OOam to 5: OOpm). Additional City services requested: trash toters, barricades and" No

Parking" signage. ALL EVENTS APPROVED BY COUNCIL MUST FOLLOW COVID- 19
MITIGATION AS REQUIRED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AT TIME OF EVENT.
LABOR DAY PARADE—09/ 06/ 2021

Request from the SW IL Central Labor Council to host the Labor Day Parade, Monday,
September 6, 2021, 10: 00am to 11: 30am. Street closure request: parade line-up, 8: OOam to
11: 00am, South 1 st Street from West Washington( south side) to West Monroe( north side),

South 1 st Street from West Monroe( south side) to West Adams Street( north side) and South
2nd Street from West Washington( south side) to West Monroe( north side)( including cross
streets). Parade route rolling closure 10: 00am to 11: 30am. Additional City services requested:

No Parking" signage, barricades, clean- up of parade route, Police and Street Department
personnel. ALL EVENTS APPROVED BY COUNCIL MUST FOLLOW COVID- 19
MITIGATION AS REQUIRED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AT TIME OF EVENT.
LABOR DAY PICNIC— 09/ 06/2021

Request from the SW Il, Central Labor Council to host the Labor Day Picnic, Monday, September
6, 2021, 10: 00am to 4: OOpm at Hough Park. City services requested: picnic tables, water, electric,
No Dogs" signage, trash toters and Police personnel. ALL EVENTS APPROVED BY COUNCIL
MUST FOLLOW COVID- 19 MITIGATION AS REQUIRED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
AT TIME OF EVENT.

Members voting aye on roll call: Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler, Elmore,
Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson, Anthony. ( 15)
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RESOLUTIONS

Alderman Randle made a motion second by Alderwoman Schaefer to read by title only Resolution
3414.

Members voting aye on roll call: Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt,
Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian. ( 15)

Alderwoman Stiehl made a motion second by Alderman Whitaker to approve RESOLUTION

3414- 2021 A Resolution requesting permission from IDOT to close Route 159 for the Labor Day
Parade- Monday, September 6, 2021.

Members voting aye on roll call: Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton,
Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman. ( 15)
ORDINANCES

Alderman Randle made a motion second by Alderwoman Schaefer to read by title only and as a
group Ordinances 8951- 2021, 8952- 2021.

Members voting aye on roll call: Stiehl, Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan,
Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer. ( 15)
Alderman Wigginton made a motion seconded by Alderwoman Duco to approve the following
Ordinances:

ORDINANCE 8951- 2021

A Zoning Ordinance In Re: 31- MAY21— Ricardo Tucker, Tucker Ouality Homes LLC.
ORDINANCE 8952- 2021

A Zoning Ordinance In Re: 32-MAY21—Jerry & Debbie Belleville.
Members voting aye on roll call: Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel,
Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl. ( 15)
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Discussion of Resolution 3413 as it Relates to Restore Illinois Guidelines/ Mitigation Plan.

City Attorney Hoemer stated over the course of COVID- 19 Pandemic there were a series of
Resolutions the Council approved for street closures and parking lot use to restaurants to be used
for outdoor dining. There is also a provision where they Mayor as Liquor Commissioner could
allow outdoor service with alcohol to assist in this measure. This will expire on a specific date or
when the State of Illinois reaches Phase 5. Phase 5 is supposed to go into effect on Friday, June
11, 2021.
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The local measures will no longer have the restriction so if there are attempts to continue it must
go through the Traffic Committee.

Alderman Randle asked as this relates to High, Jackson, Church etc. with tents that went up at
many neighborhood bars. Does this have to be removed on Friday, June 11, 2021; City Attomey
Roemer advised yes. Jason Poole advised the streets will open Friday, June 11, 2021.

Alderman Elmore asked if the City can dictate if a tent can go up on a private parking lot; City
Attorney Roemer advised they must apply for a permit from the City.

Alderwoman Stiehl stated Ward 6 has several restaurants and they do request to have tents and
close streets; City Clerk Meyer advised the process will not change. The establishment will submit
a special event application for Council approval.

Alderman Rothweiler asked ifthe businesses have been notified; Mayor Gregory advised they will
be notified on Tuesday, June 8, 2021.

Alderman Weygandt stated in the past the restaurants downtown received a closure several times
and the limit of three; City Attorney Hoerner advised there is a three limit on a special liquor
license.

Alderman Weygandt asked who is paying the bill to close the streets and deliver the trash toters
City Clerk Meyer advised this is normal daily business; Alderman Weygandt asked how much
does this cost; Director of Public Works, Jason Poole, advised three to four minutes.
MISCELLANEOUS& NEW BUSINESS

Alderman Wigginton requested to read an email he received from 4204 West Main Brewing
Company

We received a telephone call from the Police Chief about Harvest Host, an RV program they
joined. RVs when traveling across the country will stay overnight at a local fart, winery or
brewery. This has been a great experience for them and people from across the United States have

been stopping in our beautiful town and stopping at 4204. The RVs are completely self-contained,
unlike tents, and they set a limit on how many they accept.

The Police Chief advised they must stop hosting the RVs after this weekend because it is against
Belleville Ordinance. No camping within the City.
They are asking for an exception... can you help."

Alderman Wigginton advised they park overnight. There is value from this program. The potential

tourism for Belleville. It would behoove the City to take to Ordinance and Legal in July 2021.
Mayor Gregory advised her office has stared the research on this program.
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Alderman Wigginton stated he would like to have further discussion.
w

Alderman Ovian stated Streets and Grades has been difficult over the past couple years. He has

come up with a set of plans for engineering plans and construction work:
Engineering Firm Awarded for Design
Contract Amount for Engineering Firm Awarded for Design
The Change Orders for Engineer Firm

Cost Overruns for Engineer Firm

Final Cost Paid to Engineering Firm Awarded for Design

Construction Company Awarded for Project
Approved Bid Amount to the Construction Company

Change Orders for Construction Company
Cost Overruns for Construction Company
Final Cost Paid to Construction Company
Total Cost of Project
Fund used for payment

If we are following the straight and narrow guidelines it will be so much easier when attending

meetings; City Attorney Hoerner advised this should be forwarded to Ordinance and Legal Review
Committee.

Alderman Dintelman made a motion seconded by Alderman Elmore to approve Motor Fuel Claims
in the Amount of$52,010. 33.

Members voting aye on roll call: Elmore, Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco,
Randle, Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler. ( 15)
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

Alderman Elmore made a motion seconded by Alderwoman Stiehl to go into executive session to
discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of

specific employees( 5 ILCS 120/ 2( c)( 1)),

collective negotiation matters( 5 ILCS 120/ 2( c)( 2)),

purchase or lease of property( 5 ILCS 120/ 2( c)( 5)), sale or lease of property ( 5 ILCS 120( c)( 6))
and pending and/ or probable/imminent litigation( including civil and workers' compensation)( 5
ILCS 120/2( c)( 11)).

Members voting aye on roll call: Weygandt, Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle,
Ferguson, Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler, Elmore. ( 15)

Entered executive session at 7: 55 p.m.
Resumed from Executive Session at 8: 15 p. m.
ADJOURNMENT

Alderman Randle made a motion seconded by Alderwoman Schaefer to adjourn at 8: 16 p. m.
Members voting aye on roll call: Wigginton, Sullivan, Hazel, Whitaker, Duco, Randle, Ferguson,

Anthony, Ovian, Dintelman, Schaefer, Stiehl, Rothweiler, Elmore, Weygandt. ( 15)
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Jennifer Gain Meyer, City Clerk
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