
The Belleville 
Public Library 

An historical Sketch 

Compiled by 

Bella Steucrnagel 
1936 



M i l 



The German Library Society of 
St. Clair County 

j2$EUJEVILUC has the rare distinction of having the-
oldest library in the State of Illinois. We think of com­
munity consciousness as a comparatively new thing, 
yet It was abroad In the land and raising Its head In the 
form of library spirit in this community a century ago. 
The Belleville Public Library was conceived on June at. 
ISM. It has the honor of antedating the Illinois State 
Library, which was founded In 1839. by three years. 

In the years 1632 and 1SS3. during the period of rapid 
German immigration to the Middle West, a number of 
Qarjnan families left their homes In the old world and 
chose lovely Shlkdi VsHejr, siiil the garden spot St. 
Clair County, for their home In this new land. This 
group of German Immigrants, an men of wide culture 
and high Ideals, were graduates and professors of Oar-
man universities and they became known to history as 
"Die Latetner" or -The Latin farmers." They had 
become weary of political conditions and oppioaslmi 
In Germany, and America offered them a haven. 

Brilliant reports had reached these men In Germany 
of the possibilities of scientific farming in this great 
fertile area of Illinois; and this was their incentive for 
taking up agriculture. However in their translation 
from Oerman scholars Into American farmers, they 
held fast to their love of learning and culture, and their 



Interest to UUnffs political and cultural remained of 
flrat anpertance. l a this new land they found intense 
satis/act km in the opportunity for frca apeech and 
liberal thinking and the ut ter abeence of political op-
preaaton; ao it was only natural tha t they should often 
meet for dismission and eaehange of Idaaa on the potlt-

meettngi va ra held regularly to the homes of various 
• e m b e r s of the group on Sunday afternoons and at 
picnics during the summer months. 

At one of these gatherings on June M. ISM. held at 
the home of Dr. Anton Schott. one of the moat erudite 
of these scholars, ha road a paper setting forth the ad­
vantages to ha gained from the organisation of a circu­
lating library. Those now Americans were Intensely 
patriotic and aatramaty anxious to hasp up with the 
march oCtjrtnts of |hajr adopted country. Jus t about 
this time there waa publlahsd T h e Ufa of George 
Washington." fey Jans* Storks , which waa ssysnilve 
and almost prohibtthre for Individual purchase. To 
make It available to a a u m t i r of readers. Dr. Schott 
oonoetved the Idea of baytog the work and making It 
the nucleus of a library. Ha alao showed that each 
member of thai group owned a oonatderable number of 
books which If coUectad a t a centrally located plaot 
might be asada mora useful by circulation among the 
members of an association formed for that purpose. 

Dr. Schott tevttad those gentlemen to attend an or-
ganlaatlon lassllng a t ma farm on July 17, ISM. fif­
teen man iinjuwiliil t o h*s tovttatton and on thss data 
occurred the flrat meeting a t wtoch the "Ctermaa Li­
brary Society of S t Cmir 



Tireasrallj its exact name was "Deutsche Wbttotheto-
gooeltoehaft von St Cteir Co." TIM following •tart—w 
g eat I em en were the charter aanbin and each aub-
aerlbad an saitkUory fat of IS.00 toward tht consumma­
tion of tills plan: Bdouard Hilgard, Frits A. Wolf, Frits 
Hilgard, Fr. Then. Bagwlmaiin, Tneodor Hllfard, Jr.. 
Jane* Scheve. Oustav Koerner. Dr. Anton •cnott. Bar-
7>an..JPnif, .Ooocsja-BumaawWUhaim Daekar. Joseph 
Ledergerber. Dr. Adotph Reuse, Otto Hilgard, Dr. 
AdeJph nsrrholmsnn, J. C RUdenbrandt A prorl-
atonal board nnnsietlng of Messrs. Schott. Koerner and 
Buns in was appointed to draft a Constitution and by­
laws to ba submitted at a wasting to be bald August 
14. M l . Dr. Schott, Doctor of Theology and Philoso­
phy, was unantanouaty choorn Librarian and tht li­
brary was kapt to his hesaa. Messrs. Bunses, Than. 
Hilgard and Schott wars tha first Board of Diraeton; 
Mr. Buneen was slsctsd tha first president and Mr. HU-
gard-aras tha first traaaurar. -

MHkl*tint mmting. after an existence of tour aisihj, 
tha library unshared M vohante. an donated, and at 
tha and of tha first year it had grown to *4S ?nhjans 
Tha book nywbarart 1 was tha first YOluMe 6f •parks' 
*Ufa of WashlngtBSJ**; thai work of twelve tnhjniai h) 
atm In excellent oonditloa on tha •hshrot of tha Public 
Library aa wall aa a great many of these first books. 
These books were chiefly tha Greek and Roman r'nttfit. 
works on theology, horticulture, history, msthomsttcs 
and travel, all In tha original languages. The excel-
tones of thoea books reveal the character of the founders 
of the library and a glance at the expense records, kept 
asoat mstinikiUBty by these gentleman, Indicates tha 
fine, scholarly rtMrrxnlnallon that was used la the erioc-



tkm of their first books. Some of the early book pur-
eVsnSsmmmt wMsmFm) * 
••ewsnmusmj wwv • 

U N •yaiki' Life of Washington (Initial vols.) $1100 
1837—Map of nttoote; by John Mason Peck. 4.00 
1838—A set of Ooethe and Schiller. 40.00 
1538—A set of Burwer-Lytton's works 12.00 
1838—A set-ot Washington- Irving'* works 8.00 
1838—Works of Captain MarryatL 10.00 
1830— Another set of Goethe's works 28.00 
1840—State papers of James Madison 10.00 
1842—Thiers' French Revolution. 7.00 
1843— The Adams Letters 4.00 
1844—Charles Dickens' Martin Chusslewlt 

Christmas Carol, American notes 5.00 
1845—Prescott's Ferdinand and Isabella. 7.08 
184*—{Unite's Kk4ory of the Popes 14.00 
1847—Sealsftekrs works,...^..,... 3.00 
1847—Prescott's History of Peru. 4.50 
1848—r/Aubigns's History of the Reformation 1.75 
IfifiO â UBaw^Ow ŝ̂ êf fCOsBwAO0a*«*****»*»»»**«***««***»******«**«8* 00 

1861—Bancroft's Htatory of the United States 8.75 
These were •upplfinenUwl by purchases from mem-

hers for various amounts, although the individual titles 
were not itemised. 

These pioneers wore also periodical minded, proving 
their awareness of tht value and stknulstloti to be had 
from reading periodical literature. AH through the rec­
ords from 1S24) on, are listed among the expenses, 
the annual subscitptlnns to the egressions! Globe, 



Democratic Review. Knickerbocker Review, Boston 
Quarterly, etc Another considerable amount of the ex-
p m M * u •pant for subscriptions to the current news­
papers among them the Belleville Advocate, Ammger 
des W « t m , Illinois State Register. BeUeriller Setting. 
Illinois Republican, Morgenblatt. and 8 t Clair Banner. 
Nearly all of theme files are In an almost perfect state 
of preservation at the present time. 

The principal growth of the library was by donation 
and as the library became better known. Senators and 
Oongressmen from Illinois took great pride tat sending 
to It the Congressional Documents. These were espe­
cially welcomed bscams these men were,above all else. 
Interested m the political development of the United 
States. 

The membership up to 1M0 never exceeded fifty; yet 

toward the erection of a building (April. UStTbears 
testimony of the foresight of thast men. The finances 

Vf&FWSKOfTfKRBt^K^Ermuud budget, receipts 
and expenditures, was laid before the general meeting 
and not adopted until It was mfcrately stiutlnlatd. The 
Income for the first year was $7X00 and the expendi­
tures were tMJ*X leaving a balance for the Ant year 
of SotJt. It might be Interesting to know who the 
charter membiri were and who paid the first Initiatory 
fees of | M 0 : Otto Hllgard. Frits Hllgard, Anton 
Schott, Herman Wolf, Frits Wolf. Julius Schevc, Her­
man nsvthaueen. K. Chr. Sertni. T. C Hiktanbrandt, 
Joseph Ledergmbei, Theodor Hllgard. Jr.. George Bun-
sen, Adolph Rerffhehnsiw, Bdouard Hllgard. Ad. Hlklsn-
brandt, Adolph Roues. Frans Koehler. Oustav Koener. 
Frau Charlotte Frays, WUhehn Decker. Tbeo. Kngel-

He»rh« 



mann. Owl Koehler. Theo. Krafft, Fried* rich Engel-
mann. During the next few years are noUd the follow­
ing names added to the membership: Carl Runkwlts, 
Carl 8chubert, G. Hetanberger, Bd. Joerf, A. Kunradl. 
Dr. A. Trapp. John Beheel. Dr. Wbrtsenus. N. Llppart, 
Fr. Bauman. H. Hasel, H. Friedlander. Fr. Seydel. and 
B. von Massow 

The Library was Incorporated under a charter grant­
ed by the General Assembly on February 22. 1639 and 
was signed by 

THEO. CARLJN. Governor 
A. P. FIELD. Secretary of State 
W. D. D. SWING. Speaker of the House of 

Representatives 
Wit H. DAVIDSON. Speaker of the Senate. 

One of the—striking paragraphs of the Charter Is 
SECTION 4. which says: "And further provided, that 
femaJe members of this society-«haU aot be pennilit* « 
to vote in said elections, nor in any other cases''. 

Under this Charter the Library continued until its 
union with the BsUevffle Sa<nt*rpunH It was kept to 
the home of Dr. Schott until it was no longer expedient 
for the members, many of whom lived in Belleville, to 
go six miles for the loan and exchange of books. The 
collection which had grown to 190* volumes was moved 
to Belleville March IS. 1853. A room was provided, 
gratuitously, by the Belleville Literary Society m what 
was afterwards known as the Odd Fellows Hail, now 
the Lincoln Hotel. Dr. Schott could no longer act as 
Librarian and Mr. Carl Ran was chosen for that office. 
His salary was $30.00 for six months, working one hour 
Pascals 



• day. When the Odd fallows Hall came to be used as a 
school building, U M Library waa removed to the stora 
of Messrs. Oooitrtrtng and Klrcher. and Mr. Joseph 
Kirehar waa appointed Librarian, with no salary. 

Belleville Saengerband and Library 
Society 

Meanwhile tha Belleville Saengerbund. as the name 
Implies, an organisation for the culture of vocal music 
had acquired a collection of books. In order to increase 
the usefulness of the old Library, the members of the 
Library Association made overtures to the Saengerbund 
for a consolidation. In 1M0. This was effected by a 
charter obtained from the General Assembly m 1M1. 
Under this charter Dr. Anton Schott was elected Presi­
dent, GusUv Keuermann, Librarian, Fred Betas, Treas­
urer and Bernhard Wick and Jacob. Wetagaertner, Di­
rectors. The Library was than estehHshed m the loom 

•*gt' tite new A ssoclatkwi-amr- raited "The tftllerlllr Sa-
engerbund and Ubrary Society**, m tha Elmer Building, 
at the northeast corner of Ham and First streets. Ous­
ts* lOlk rnisnn having resigned, Mr. Henry RHfc later 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, waa appoint­
ed Librarian and held that office until ISM. Mr. Raab'a 
salary waa 138.00 and later $50.00 a year, and from the 
minutes It would seem that he always donated this sum 
to the Association to be spent for books. His son, the 
late Dr. B. P. Raab and later President of the Board, 
was bis assistant. It waa during the regime of Mr. 
Henry Raab that a rule waa made admitting children 
to the Library. They were permitted to exchange 
books on Sunday mornings from 10 to 11 o'clock. An-



other noteworthy feature of this period was that ladies 
were admitted to full membership In the society in 1873. 

The Library functioned thus for twenty-two years and 
under this management considerable sums were expend­
ed annually for the purchase of books and these were 
most carefully selected by the Library Committee, so 
that when the city acquired the collection it numbered 
8875 volumes. 

Belleville Public Library 
Early in the year 1883 the Belleville Saengerbund was 

about to dissolve and offered Its collection of books to 
the city of Belleville as a donation on condition that it 
be made and kept forever a Free Public Library, and 
that its debt of $1000.00 be assumed by the City. This 
offer was accepted by the City Council and the Belle­
ville Public Library was established February 6. 1883. 
by an ordinance in accordance with the laws of Illinois. 
The Mayor. Benjamin J. West. Jr.. appointed the fol­
lowing eiti*e.n« to con&Ulutr the first Board of Trustees: 
Gustav Koerner. Dr. George Loelkes, Dr. Washington 
West, Mr. Curt Helnfeklen. Sr., Alonao A. WUderman, 
F. G Kenower. Theodore J. Kfatft. Hugh H. Harrison. 
Chas p. Kitispel. 

Only two of the founders of the library lived to see It 
transferred to the city in 1883— Messrs. Gustav Koerner 
and Theodore J. Krafft. They also became members of 
the Board of Trustees In 1883. 

The Board was organised by electing Gustav Koerner, 
President and F. G. Kenower. Secretary. 8hortly there­
after Mr. Kenower resigned and was succeeded by Mr. 
Lucius Don Turner both as Trustee and Secretary of the 



Board. Mr. F. J. Staufenbiehl was appointed the first 
Ubrarian. At this time the Library was located in the 
Engine House, corner of North Illinois and B streets. 
The new Librarian, Mr. Staufenbiehl, was ordered to 
make a catalogue of the books In the Library and after 
the completion of this work the Library was removed 
to the Union Engine House on South Jackson street. 
On March 20. 1884, the Belleville Public Library was 
opened for the free use of the public. 

The Library continued in this home until March 6. 
1892. when the Board resolved to erect a Library Build­
ing. It petitioned the City Council for its approval to 
erect a building which might be used both for library 
purposes and a City Hall. Under the able leadership of 
Mayor Herman G. Weber, the City Council approved this 
petition. The plans and specifications were made by 
Mr. L. Kledus, architect of 8t Louis, under whose sup­
erintendence the building was erected at a cost oi"%S5,-
700. The Library was opened in the new building, the 
pituuil 0flj Hail mi Omul.. Illinois street, on October 9. 
1895; the first floor was used as the City Hall and the 
second floor as the Library and Reading Room. Here 
It prospered with a marked increase in cooperation with 
the work of the Public Schools as Its most pronounced 
feature of growth and development. A steady advance 
was made; obsolete methods of administration were dis­
carded and new ones adopted to facilitate progress with 
Increasing circulation. 

On December 9,1903. Mr. T. J. Staufenbiehl, who had 
served as Librarian since 1894, passed away after al­
most twenty years of devoted service. He was suc­
ceeded by Mr. A. M WoUeson, who resigned in 1999 to 



be succeeded by Miss M. Ethel Huff. Mr. Wolleson 
again served as librarian from 1915 until 1918. During 
UM llbrarianship of Mr. WoUeson. the most outstanding 
development was the opening of a children's room, with 
an a t tendant in charge, in 1906. 

New Carnegie Building 
By 1912, the Library Building was again found in­

adequate to carry on the work effectively, and efforts 
were made by Mr. Curt H. G. Heinfelden. then President 
of the Board, to interest the Carnegie Corporation in 
donating a new Library Building to the City of Belle­
ville. After many months of patient and persistent 
effort on the part of Mr. Heinfelden. he received an af­
firmative answer from the Corporation on August 11. 
1913. In substance, it said that if the City Council 
would provide a site and pledge itself to maintain the 
library, a t a cos tc f not less than W500 a year, the Cor­
poration was ready to give WoStt to erect a building 
for Belleville. , 

The City Council promptly passed an ordinance fix-
-_̂ ^̂ ^B ĥ̂ â aVflâ â â flâ fcnn1at 

ing the future minimum a n d u a f ' I p p l ^ r i l u o n i o r the 
maintenance of the Library a t £4500. - After investigat­
ing various locations, the property of Otto and Hugo 
Heinemann, located a t the corner of Washington and 
Jackson streets was selected. After many months of 
special meetings and conferences of the Board, the pre­
liminary work was finished. The construction was be­
gun on March 1. 1915. and on March 22, 1915, the cor­
nerstone was laid without ceremonies, other than the 
presence of the Trustees. The work proceeded rapidly 
for a time, but soon a series of strikes and other an­
noying occurrences retarded the completion of the build-
P*e*T«n 



tag. until January. 1916. The task of moving the books 
into the new building was done so systematically under 
the supervision of Mr. Wotleson. that it was not neces­
sary to close the library even for a single day. 

On January 20, 1916. the Library was dedicated with 
proper ceremonies; a splendidly attended program was 
presented in the afternoon and at night a public recep­
tion was held. This was no doubt the most important 
milestone in the history of the library. Sine* then has 
been noted the period of greatest activity, the public 
since this time has made greater use of Its library than 
ever before. Steady and normal progress has Men made, 
just as soon as new Innovations in library service have 
developed, they have been adopted and every effort has 
been made to keep in step with the times. Among the 
more Important innovations have been: Re-catalogu-
lns; oaLJbook collection: Inauguration of a new registry- _ 
Uon-and charging syslem^Movtng th*» CnlVtrenrs Room 
to the gromid floor; Opening of a Junior Adult Room? 
establishing of the West 8ide Branch; Introduction of 
classroom collections in the schools; Preparation of a" 
mounted picture collection; Increasing the-number of 
persons on the staff from three to six; Introduction 
of Hospital Library 8enrice. 

That the library has been a good Investment for the 
taxpayer Is due to a composite effort; not only that of 
the persons directly responsible for its administration, 
but the splendid response of the community itself, by its 
spirit of appreciation of what a power for good, books 
and book service can be in the community. 

The following table of statistics, by decades, will 
perhaps show in a more concrete way the progress that 



has been made since the City took over the library in 
1884: 

N*» Carta CHr f l a t s 
IHI Appr»pri*Umm 
ISM MM MS S 3000 9 e to9 f 1146 73 
ISM assas 323 2300 77 08 2 M 6 0 
ISM SM1S JS3 3900 S3 43 3700.37 
1»14 3STM 4M 4900 119 13 3300 41 
ISM M l 73 IMS 10000 «S0 1ft loecs.is 
ISM sat?M 1440 IS000 trt.27 1SSM.SS 

Thus a century has been completed and our heritage 
from the past is enormous. The challenge that has been 
passed down from those pioneers in mind and spirit of 
1836. is one to be received with great reverence and 
humility; the Public Library will always progress if 
they are kept in mind. Today when the implications are 
so much greater, when the Public Library is reaching 
more and more into the complexities of life, it is well 
to remember that the challenge for us today is to lay 
Um p r U p ^ S u C T u e n ^ i U» ntxt ffuudiud^ears. 

Presidents of the Board of Trustees 
1884-1936 

Gustav Koerner—1884-18M 
Marshall W. Weir—1896-1903 

Charles W. Thomas—1903-1906 
Dr. Chas. H Starkel—1906-1908 

Curt H. G. Heinfelden—1908-1913 
Dr. E. P. Raab—1913-1914 

Jacob L. Aull—1914-1917 
Wm. A. Hough—1917-1929 

Max Eckhardt—1929-to date 
P»«» Twelve 



Librarian*—1836^1936 
Dr. Anton Schott—1836-1852 

Carl Rau—1852-1854 
Joseph Klrcher—1854-1859 

Gustav Kellermann—1859-1862 
Henry Raab—1862-1883 

F. J . Staufenblehl—1883-1903 
A. M. WoUeson—1903-1909 

M. Ethel Huff—1909-1915 
A. M. WoUeson—1915-1918 

Bella Steuernagei—1918-to date 

Persons Who Served on the Board of 
Trustees, 1884-19# 

Jacob U Aull 
Albert J . Becker 
Henry Baumgarten 
William Bender, J r . 
John A. Bedel 
Fred J . Boettcher 
C. G. BrechniU 
Fred Bressler 
Henry W. Brua 
Edmund Burke 
George H. Buslek 
John 8. Canon 
Leslie Cole 

Ludwig R. Osterhaus 
Dr. E. P. Raab 
Henry Raab 
Henry L. Rentchler 
Anna D. Reiss 
Ed. P. Rogers 
Otto W. Rubach 
Joseph 8aenger 
Aloys Schoenenbergei 

Dr. George Loelkes 
Joseph Martin 
Jacob Mueller 

tto G. Neuhaus 

ThlrtMn 



Persona Who Served on the Board of Trustees, 
1884-1936 (Continued.) 

Max Eckhardt Henry E. Schroder 
Fred E. Evans H. C. G. Schrader 
Chas. A. GroHuut C. W. Schuchardt 
J . J . Gummershelmer Hans Schwars, 8r. 
Hugh Harrison Carl 8legel 
Curt HeinfekSen. 8r. Dr. Julian Smith 
Curt H. O. Hetnfeiden Judge W. H. Snyder 
Jos. L. Hermann Stanley Sprague 
Dr. George E. Hilgard Dr. Chas. H. Starkel 
Alfred Hoerner Robert 8teiner 
William A. Hough A. J . Stoeckel 
Robert F. Imbs Fred Sunkel 
P. K. JoJirjgpjB r̂' m Charles W. Thomas 
Chas. A. Karen Lucius Don Turner 
Adam Karr John Wamser 
George F. Kenower E. E. Wangelln 
WUllam XkMM Oscar F, Weber 
Chas. P. Knispel Waldemar R. Weber 
Gusuv A. Koeraer Marshal W. Weir 
Henry Kolb Dr. Washington West 
Fred Kunl. Sr. AJonao A. WUderman 
T. J. Krafft Arthur J . Wright 
E. p. Leuschaer George E. Wuller 

H. F. Kerweck. 


