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CHAPTER 18

HEALTH AND SANITATION

ARTICLE I - DEPARTMENT OF SANITATION, HOUSING AND HEALTH

18-1-1 DEPARTMENT   OF   SANITATION,   HOUSING   AND   HEALTH.    
There is hereby created a Department of Sanitation, Housing, and Health, which shall 
be headed by a Director.  The Director shall be appointed by the Mayor with the advice 
and consent of the City Council at the first regular meeting of the Council in May of 
each year.  It is the intent of the City Council that the position of Director be on the 
policy making level in the City government and that it be a position described in 42 
U.S.C. §2000e(f) as being exempt from coverage under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964, 42 U.S.C. §2000 et seq.

18-1-2 RESPONSIBILITIES   AND   POWERS   OF   THE   DEPARTMENT   OF 
SANITATION, HOUSING AND HEALTH.

(A) Policy   Making.   The Director and his or her staff shall formulate, 
develop and recommend to the Mayor and the Council all policies and procedures for the 
public health and sanitation of the City and for enforcement of the Housing Occupancy and 
Maintenance Codes of the City and to formulate, develop and recommend to the Council 
legislation relating to the sanitation, housing, and health of the City and its residents.

(B) Enforcement.   The Director shall investigate all matters of sanitation, 
health and housing code enforcement, determine who shall be prosecuted in connection 
therewith, and assemble the evidence in connection therewith and present it to the City 
Attorney for prosecution.  The Director shall have such powers and authority as are 
necessary and reasonable for him to carry out his responsibilities and powers hereunder to 
enforce the ordinances and regulations of the City relating to sanitation, housing, and 
health.

(C) Power   to   Inspect.   With reference to any health nuisance or any 
housing or maintenance code violation, the Director shall have the power to enter and 
examine any property for the purpose of enforcement of the Health Code and the Housing 
and Maintenance Codes of the City.  The Director shall cause to be made a thorough 
sanitary inspection of the entire area within the City’s jurisdiction with such frequency as he 
in the exercise of his judgment and authority shall determine appropriate, but not less 
frequently than once each year.  Such inspections shall include all matters affecting the 
public health, as the Director shall determine.  The Director shall have authority to enter 
and examine, with reference to any nuisance, all premises and parts thereof within the City 
limits or within  one-half (.5) mile  outside the City limits, and to direct the abatement of 
the nuisance.

(D) Reporting.   The Director shall report to the City Council each month 
at the first regular meeting of the Council on the Sanitation, Housing, and Health conditions 
of the City.
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(E) Orders.   The Director shall be authorized to issue orders pursuant 
to the exercise of his responsibilities and powers, which shall be enforced by the Police 
Department.  The Director shall also have authority to execute orders of the Housing 
Court through the Police Department.

(F) Jurisdiction.   All orders and regulations of the Director made in 
accordance with his authority hereunder shall be obeyed by all persons in this City 
subject to the jurisdiction of the City in matters relating to sanitation, housing, and 
health.

18-1-3 DANGEROUS BUILDINGS.
(A) No person shall willfully allow any building or premises to become 

injurious to the health or dangerous to the lives of the occupants thereof, or of the 
public.  Whenever it shall come to the knowledge of the Director that the condition of 
any building or premises is injurious to the health or dangerous to the lives of the 
occupants thereof or of the public, it shall be the duty of the Director to make a 
thorough examination of the building or premises and to direct and instruct as to the 
remedy of such condition and in his discretion to initiate prosecution under the Codes of 
the City.

(B) If the person responsible for the condition fails or refuses to remedy 
such condition within  three (3) days  after he is notified of the condition by the Director, 
the Director shall prosecute such person before the Housing Court, and upon conviction, 
such person shall be fined as provided in the Code.  The Court shall order as part of the 
judgment in such case that such building or premises shall be immediately be put in good 
safe and sanitary condition in compliance with the applicable codes and ordinances relating 
to sanitation, health, and housing at the cost of the person responsible for the condition. 
Where the Director determines, in his discretion, that it is necessary to fumigate such 
building or premises to render the same in compliance with the applicable codes and 
ordinances, the same shall be done by the Director at the cost of the person responsible for 
the condition.  (See also Property Maintenance Code.)

18-1-4 SALE    OF    POISON.   No personal shall sell or give away to any 
person, any deadly poison, knowing it to be such, without marking or labeling the same in 
legible characters, with the word  “Poison”,  or sell or give away any deadly poison to any 
person to him unknown.

18-1-5 REPORT OF DISEASES.
(A) A physician or other person with knowledge of any person sick with 

any disease posing an immediate danger to the public health shall forthwith report the 
same to the Director.  The Director shall at once notify the State Department of Health of 
the existence of such disease, and shall subsequently cause a full report to be made to the 
Secretary of the State Department of Health upon the blank forms furnished for that 
purpose.
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(B) Every practicing physician in the City who shall have a patient 
therein or within  three (3) miles  thereof affected with any disease posing an 
immediate danger to the public health shall forthwith make report thereof in writing to 
the Director, giving the name and address of such patient.

18-1-6 INTERFERENCE   WITH   DIRECTOR.   No person shall interfere 
with the Director in the execution and enforcement of the codes and ordinances of the 
State of Illinois or the City relating to sanitation, housing, and health and anyone doing 
so shall upon conviction be subject to such penalties as are permitted by the laws of the 
State of Illinois and the City.

18-1-7 CONSTRUCTION    AND    INTERPRETATION.   As used herein, 
Director means the person appointed and serving in the position and to the extent that 
the Director, in his discretion delegates his responsibilities and power hereunder to 
them, his officers, agents, employees, and other staff.  It is the intent of the City Council 
to vest the Director with all of the responsibilities and powers previously held by the 
Board of Health, the Health Officer, and the Housing/Health Inspector, and in addition, 
to grant to him substantial authority to exercise his discretion and judgment in the 
formulation of policy relating to sanitation, housing, and health, including the 
prosecution of violations thereof, and to recommend legislation to the Council for action 
in connection with the City’s sanitation, housing, and health.  As used herein reference 
to the male gender shall also include and mean the female gender.

(Ord. No. 5743; 05-20-97)
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ARTICLE II - GARBAGE AND REFUSE

18-2-1 DEFINITIONS.   Terms used in this Chapter have the following 
meanings:

“Garbage”.  All putrescible animal and vegetable matter.
“Ashes”.   The residue of combustion of such fuels as wood, coal, charcoal and 

the like.
“Highly   Combustible   Rubbish”.   All waste substances capable of exploding or 

highly inflammable material such as gunpowder, photographic plates or negatives, 
substances saturate with inflammable petroleum products or the like.

“Rubbish”.   All waste substances incapable of explosion such as tin cans, 
tinware and other metallic substances, bottles, glassware, earthenware, ashes, paper 
and the like, excluding furniture, appliances, yardwaste and tires.

“Commercial   Refuse”.   All ashes and rubbish arising out of the operation of 
business and industry, excluding highly combustibles and all other refuse resulting from 
the ordinary operation of private residences or households.

“Residential   Refuse”.   All ashes and rubbish resulting from the ordinary operation 
of residential properties.  Residential properties shall be defined as property up to and 
including  four (4)  unit apartment facilities with the exception of private developments 
which contract for pickup of an entire development on a weekly schedule, and  four (4)  
unit apartment facilities where dumpsters are provided.

“Waterproof   Bags”.   Waterproof bags are to be used only for the depositing of 
paper.  No garbage or rubbish is to be placed in them unless they are used as a liner within 
a regulation container.  Bags are to be made of a waterproof material and are to be sealed.

“Yardwaste”.   Organic material produced in a residential yard not measuring more 
than two (2) inches round.

18-2-2 COLLECTION.   Residential refuse and garbage shall be collected and 

disposed of by the Department of Health and Sanitation for which a charge may be made 
by the City.  The Department is not required to collect and dispose of any commercial 
refuse or garbage.  Commercial refuse and garbage may be collected and disposed of by 
the Department if a charge covering the cost of collection and disposal thereof is 
established and collected by the Department.  Highly combustible rubbish shall not be 
collected by the Department and none shall be placed or deposited in any container for 
collection.  Residential refuse and garbage shall be collected at regular intervals on 
collection days to be determined by the Department of Health and Sanitation for the 
various sections of the City.  The Department shall determine the points of collection when 
not otherwise designated in this Chapter and shall distribute to all households notices or 
memoranda outlining the provisions of this Chapter and stating the collection days and 
points of collection.

Brush Clippings:  Brush clippings are not to be any larger than  two (2) inches  
round and no longer than  four (4) feet .  They are to be tied in bundles no larger than  
eighteen (18) inches round.
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All hypodermic needles, tubings with needles attached, syringes (with or without 
attached needles), or any sharp object that has been contaminated with blood and/or 
bodily fluids, must be contained in a puncture resistant container before disposal in 
containers to be collected by the City.

To preserve the Public Health and to protect the public interests, mandatory 
municipal trash pickup for all residential refuse shall be enforced.  Those wishing a 
waiver or believe they do not qualify, may appeal to the Public Health and Housing 
Committee.

18-2-3 RESIDENTIAL     REFUSE     COLLECTION     FEE.   The fee for 
municipal collection of residential refuse shall be  Eight ee n  Dollars ($1 8 .00)   a month  
per residence or apartment except for  when there is a  Senior Citizen’s discount .    
Senior s   qualify for the discount by providing proof of being  sixty-five (65) years   of 
age  or older.   The  Senior Citizens discount rates shall be  F ourteen  Dollars ($1 4 .00)   
a month.  These fees will go into effect May 1, 2010.  (Ord. No. 7376; 04-05-10)

18-2-4 FEE    COLLECTION.   Bills for health and sanitation services, 
including but not limited to use and services of the sewage system and refuse collection 
charges, determined by the established rates shall be prepared by the Office of the City 
Treasurer and shall be due and payable on or before the  twent ieth  (2 0 ) day  
following the date of the bill.   Unless the City Treasurer or a designee determines that 
the City’s interest is best served by sending the bill to a renter, the bill shall be sent to 
the owner or the management company of the lot, parcel of land or premises.  If 
charges are not paid  within  twenty (2 0 ) days  of the date of any bill rendered, a 
delayed payment charge in the amount of  ten percent (10%)  of the bill shall be 
imposed, billed, and collected.  Every  thirty (30) days  thereafter, a  one percent 
(1%)  interest charge shall be applied to any unpaid balance.    (Ord. No. 7123; 04-22 
-08)

18-2-5 PRIVATE   HAULERS;   HOURS.   All persons hauling trash for hire 
in the City and placing containers shall have their name and phone number visibly 
displayed on the containers.

It shall be unlawful for any private trash hauler to collect trash between the 
hours of 10:00 P.M. and 6:00 A.M.
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18-2-6 PLACING    OF    CONTAINERS.   Each occupant of any building in 
which less than  five (5) families , living separately, reside, shall provide and at all times 
maintain on the lot on which such building is erected separate containers for receiving and 
holding garbage and residential non-combustible rubbish accumulated during the period 
between designated days of collection.  When  f our  ( 4 )  or more families, living separately 
reside in a building, or on any premises, the owner of said premises shall provide a 
dumpster for tenants to place their garbage and non-combustible rubbish in and shall have 
said dumpster emptied at least once a week.  The owners, lessee, tenant or occupant of 
any premises having an alley entrance shall place conspicuously at the alley entrance to 
such premises the house number thereof in figures not less than  two (2) inches  high and 
shall place the containers for the premises within  five (5) feet  of the alley line.  If there is 
no alley, or if the same is impassable for vehicles, the containers for such premises shall be 
placed on collection days in the front of the premises not more than  five (5) feet  from the 
street property line.  The containers shall be removed from the front of the premises within 
twenty-four (24) hours  from the time of collection.  Employees of the Department of 
Health and Sanitation may leave written or printed notices at the home of any person 
charged with the duty of maintaining the containers if such containers are not maintained, 
handled or placed in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter.  If the condition 
specified in the notice is not rectified by the next collection, the Department shall notify the 
Police Department of the violation.  (Ord. No. 7346; 01-04-10)

18-2-7 CONTAINERS.   The capacity and number of containers for garbage and 
refuse which shall be provided shall be sufficient to hold all accumulations of refuse between 
collection days.  For collection purposes, all garbage and refuse shall be placed in watertight 
containers of not more than  forty-five  ( 45 ) gallons  capacity each, with the exception of 
paper which may be deposited in waterproof bags and sealed.  All garbage and refuse 
containers shall have tight fitting covers which shall be in place at all times except when filling, 
emptying or cleaning the container.  Containers and container covers shall have suitable bails or 
handles in good repair so as to facilitate safe handling and lifting by collectors.  The Department 
of Health and Sanitation is not required to collect garbage or refuse deposited in ashpits or in 
any other manner than that prescribed in this Section.  All refuse collected by the City shall 
become the property of the City upon collection.  Containers may not be filled so as to weigh 
more than sixty (60) pounds.

For collection purposes, yardwaste may be placed in Kraft 2-ply yardwaste bags or in 
refuse containers.  Refuse containers must clearly be marked  “Yard Waste”  in letters not less 
than four (4) inches high.  (Ord. No. 7139; 05-20-08)

18-2-8 ENFORCEMENT.   The Department of Health and Sanitation shall enforce 
the provisions of this Chapter and may prepare and publish rules and regulations for the 
effective administration and enforcement of this Chapter.

18-2-9 INTERFERENCE    WITH    CANS.   No person shall willfully damage, 
deface, mutilate or in any way disfigure waste paper or refuse cans installed upon the sidewalks 
and public places of the City by permission of the City Council.

(Ord. No. 5602; 07-01-96)
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ARTICLE III - GENERAL PROVISIONS

18-3-1 DUMPS.
(A) No person shall dump or deposit any mine slag or like matter on 

any premises within the City.
(B) No owner or person in possession of any premises in the City shall 

suffer or permit the dumping or depositing of any mine slag or like matter on such 
premises.  (Ord. No. 2302)

18-3-2 TRASH IN VEHICLES.
(A) It shall be unlawful for any vehicle for hire loaded with trash or 

refuse from being parked overnight in any residential neighborhood within the City.
(B) Penalty.   Any person violating this Section shall be deemed guilty 

of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined an amount not exceeding 
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) .  Each day such violation is committed or permitted 
to continue shall constitute separate offense and shall be punishable hereunder as such. 
For the purposes of this Section, any penalty imposed hereunder shall be assessed 
against the owner of such vehicle for hire.

18-3-3 DUMPSTERS.
(A) Owners of commercial businesses and apartment buildings where 

dumpsters are used must provide adequate containers to hold refuse, rubbish and 
garbage.  When not being filled, emptied or cleaned, dumpster lids must be kept tightly 
closed to prevent blowing trash and public health concerns such as rats and other 
vermin.

(B) Dumpsters are not to be placed on residential or commercial 
property for the purpose of unloading vehicles that are being used to haul trash and 
junk for a fee.  (Ord. No. 6506; 02-03-03)

(C) Penalty.   Any person violating this Section shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined an amount not exceeding 
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).   Each day such violation is committed or permitted 
to continue shall constitute separate offense and shall be punishable hereunder as such. 
For the purposes of this Section, any penalty imposed hereunder shall be assessed 
against the property owner where dumpster is located and/or owner of vehicle hauling 
trash and junk.  (Ord. No. 5836; 01-20-98)

(Ord. No. 5602; 07-01-96, unless otherwise noted)


