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CHAPTER 5

FIRE DEPARTMENT

ARTICLE I - ADMINISTRATION

5-1-1 DEPARTMENT     ESTABLISHED.    There is hereby established a 
department of the municipal government of the City that shall be known as the Fire Department 
and shall consist of  one (1)  Fire Chief,  one (1)  Deputy Chief,  one (1)  Assistant Fire Chief,   
four (4)  Battalion Chiefs,   sixteen  (1 6 )   Captains,  sixteen  ( 16 )   Engineers, and  twenty-four  
(24) Pipemen. (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)

5-1-2 APPOINTMENT     OF     FIRE     CHIEF     AND     MEMBERS     OF     FIRE 
DEPARTMENT.    All members of the Fire Department, with the exception of the Fire Chief  and 
the Deputy Fire Chief , are hereby declared subject to the provisions of the  Illinois   Municipal 
Code, Section 10-2.1-1, et   seq.   The Board of Fire and Police Commissioners shall appoint all 
members of the Fire Department in accordance with the above statute.

All original appointments to the Fire Department under and in accordance with the rules 
and regulations of the Board of Fire and Police Commissioners shall be for a probationary period 
of  one (1) year .  At the expiration of such probationary period, such appointment to the Fire 
Department shall automatically become permanent; provided, however, that the Board of Fire 
and Police Commissioners may, at any time during the probationary period, discharge such 
appointee after notice and assignment of cause of removal therefrom.

The Mayor is authorized to appoint, suspend or discharge the Fire Chief  or the Deputy 
Fire Chief  with the consent of the City Council.  In the event the Mayor discharges the Fire Chief  
or the Deputy Fire Chief , he /she  shall revert to  the  rank  he/she held before his/her appointment 
to that office , if any, as the Fire Department has established under the Fire and Police 
Commission Act. (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)

5-1-3 ASSISTANT   FIRE   CHIEF.   The Assistant Fire Chief shall  perform such 
duties as may be assigned to him/her by the Fire Chief, Deputy Fire Chief or the City Council.

(A) Creation.   It is hereby created that the office of Deputy Fire Chief, which 
office shall have the following duties:

(1) Deputy Fire Chief shall be second in command of the Fire 
Department in the City of Belleville in the absence of the Fire Chief 
from the City and during such other periods of the Fire Chief’s 
absence shall assume all the duties herein and before imposed by 
this Chapter upon Fire Chief.

(2) His/her hours of duty shall be fixed by the Fire Chief.
(3) The Deputy Fire Chief shall be subject to the orders of the Fire Chief 

and the Mayor.
(B) Salary.   There should be allowed and paid to the Deputy Fire Chief an 

annual salary as provided in the budget ordinance which shall be paid in equal  bi - weekly  
installments.
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(C) If w homever has been appointed to perform the duties of Deputy Fire 
Chief, shall be subsequently relieved of those duties, or the office abolished,  he/she  shall revert 
to the rank he /she  held before his /her  appointment to that office, if any, subject to the rules of 
the Fire and Police Commissioners Act.  (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)

5-1-4 DUTIES   OF   FIRE   CHIEF.   The Fire Chief shall perform the following 
duties:

(A) Attending    Fires.    Fire Chief  shall attend all fires and when there, 
assume and take control over the officers and employees of the City managing the different   
apparatus, direct where the same shall be stationed, and give such orders as he /she  shall deem 
necessary for the extinguishment of fires.

(B) Inspections   and   Reports.    Fire Chief  shall inspect and superintend the 
various fire apparatus belonging to the City, see that the same are kept in good repair, and 
report the condition thereof to the Police and Fire Committee at their regular monthly meetings.

(C) Examination   of   Buildings.    Throughout the year,  and at such times as the 
City Council may direct by ordinance or resolution,  the Fire Chief  shall examine all buildings and 
structures, and see that the same are not exposed to, or endangered by any combustible materials. 
It is  the Fire Chief’s  duty to examine all buildings where fires are usually kept or generally used, and 
see that the fires, fireplaces, grates, stoves, funnels, chimneys, ovens, forges, and other places or 
apparatus used for burning fuel are in proper and safe condition, so as not to endanger buildings or 
property situated near the same.

The City Council reserves the right to amend this Section to provide for the funds received 
from insurance companies specified in  Chapter 43 - Taxation, Article III  to be paid to the 
Firemen's Pension Fund in the event it so desires at some future date.

That conflicting ordinances or pertinent portions thereof in effect at the time this ordinance 
takes effect are hereby repealed.  (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)

5-1-5 OBSTRUCTING   FIRE   CHIEF.   No person shall resist the entrance of the 
Fire Chief or Chief of Police or willfully obstruct them in the discharge of their duties, or neglect or 
refuse to attend to all reasonable directions given by them or either of them, for altering, amending, 
or removing any of the dangerous apparatus or fixtures aforesaid.  In case any person is convicted 
of such neglect, or refuses to attend to the directions of the Fire Chief or Chief of Police for altering, 
amending, or removing any of the aforesaid dangerous apparatus or fixtures, the court or 
magistrate before which conviction is had may order, as part of the judgment, the Fire Chief or Chief 
of Police to make such alteration, amendment or removal at the expense of the defendant in such 
cause.

5-1-6 MANUAL S    ADOPTED.   The Manual s  hereto attached shall be the rules and 
regulations , standard operating guidelines and current collective bargaining agreement  governing 
the operation of the Fire Department of Belleville, Illinois.  (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)
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5-1-7 FIRE   STATIONS.   The Fire Department shall consist of  four  ( 4 ) 
stations  designated as No. 1,  Carlyle Avenue  Station; No. 2,  West Washington Street  
Station; No. 3,  West  Main Street Station ; and No. 4, South Illinois Street  Station .  The 
number of captains, drivers,  pipemen  to be stationed at a particular station shall be 
determined by the Fire Chief. (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)

5-1-8 DUTIES OF FIREMEN.
(A) General   Duties.   The members of the Fire Department shall be on 

duty at all such hours of the day and night as may be prescribed by the rules and 
regulations of the Fire Department, except when otherwise ordered by the Fire Chief, 
and shall perform whatever duties may be prescribed for the department by the rules 
and regulations or by ordinance.  An equal number of  members  shall serve in alternate 
shifts and all members shall be subject to call at all times.    (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15- 
10)

(B) Care   of   Apparatus.   It shall be the special duty of all members of 
the Fire Department to keep, protect and preserve the fire apparatus and to work with 
skill and judgment.  The fire apparatus shall be kept in good order and repair and at all 
times in perfect readiness.  Members of the Fire Department shall perform such other 
duties as from time to time may be required by the Fire Chief. (1878)

5-1-9 FIREMEN'S    PENSION    FUND.   There is hereby created a 
firemen's pension fund and a Board of Trustees of the firemen's pension fund in 
accordance with the provisions of the  Illinois  Compiled  Statutes, Chapter  40 , 
Section 5/4-109a, et seq. (1710)
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ARTICLE II – BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION

5-2-1 BUREAU OF FIRE PREVENTION.
(A) Creation.  A Bureau of Fire Prevention in the Fire Department of 

the City is hereby established which shall be operated under the supervision of the 
Chief of the Fire Department.

(B) Inspector.   The Chief of the Fire Department shall designate an 
officer or member of the Fire Department as Chief Inspector of the Bureau of Fire 
Prevention, who shall hold this office at the pleasure of the Chief of the Fire 
Department.  The Chief of the Fire Department may also designate such number of 
Assistant Inspectors as are authorized by the City Council.

(C) Duties.   It shall be the duty of the officers of the Bureau of Fire 
Prevention to enforce all laws and ordinances of the state, county and city, covering the 
following:

(1) The prevention of fires.
(2) The storage and use of explosives and flammables.
(3) The installation and maintenance of automatic and other fire 

alarm systems, and fire extinguishing equipment.
(4) The maintenance and regulation of fire escapes.
(5) The means and adequacy of exit in case of fire, from 

factories, schools, hotels, lodging houses, asylums, hospitals, 
churches, halls, theaters, amphitheaters, and all other places 
in which numbers of persons work, live, or congregate from 
time to time for any purpose.

(6) The investigation of the cause, origin, and circumstances of 
fires.

(D) Delegation    of    Powers    and    Duties.   The Chief of the Fire 
Department may delegate any of his /her  powers or duties set forth in  Sections 5.10  
and 5.20 to the Chief Inspector.  (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)

5-2-2 INVESTIGATION AND REPORT OF FIRES.
(A) The Bureau of Fire Prevention shall investigate the cause, origin 

and circumstances of every fire occurring in the City by which property has been 
destroyed or damaged and, so far as possible, shall determine whether the fire is the 
result of carelessness or design.  Immediately upon the occurrence of such fire the 
assistant in whose district the fire occurs shall begin the investigation and if it appears 
to the officer making the investigation that the fire is of suspicious origin the Chief of 
the Fire Department shall be immediately notified of the fact.  The officer making the 
investigation shall take charge of the physical evidence, shall notify the 
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proper authorities designated by law to pursue the investigation of such matters, and 
shall further cooperate with the authorities in the collection of evidence and in the 
prosecution of the case.

(B) Every fire shall be reported in writing to the Bureau of Fire 
Prevention within  two (2) days  after its occurrence by the officer in whose jurisdiction 
the fire has occurred.  The report shall be in the form prescribed by the Chief of the Fire 
Department and shall contain a statement of all facts relating to the cause, origin and 
circumstances of the fire, the extent of the damage thereof, the insurance upon the 
property, and such other information as may be required.

5-2-3 RECORD   OF   FIRES.   The Chief of the Fire Department shall keep 
in the office of the Bureau of Fire Prevention a record of all fires and of all the facts 
concerning the same, including statistics as to the extent of such fires and the damage 
caused thereby, and whether such losses were covered by insurance, and if so, in what 
amount.  Such record shall be made daily from the reports made by the inspectors 
under the provisions of this Chapter. All such records shall be public.

5-2-4 INSPECTIONS.
(A) Hazardous    Occupations.   The Chief of the Fire Department, 

Chief Inspector or an assistant specially designated thereto shall inspect, as often as 
may be necessary, but not less than  o ne  ( 1 ) time  per  year, all specially hazardous 
manufacturing processes, storages or installations of acetylene or other gases, 
chemicals, oils, explosives and flammable materials, all interior fire alarms and 
automatic sprinkler systems, and such other hazards or appliances as the Chief of the 
Fire Department shall designate, and shall make such orders as may be necessary for 
the enforcement of the laws and ordinances governing the same and for safeguarding 
of life and property from fire.

(B) Fire   Hazards   in   Building.   The Chief of the Fire Department shall 
inspect, or cause to be inspected by the Bureau of Fire Prevention, or by the Fire 
Department officers and members, as often as may be necessary, but not less than 
once  a year in outlying districts and  o ne  ( 1 ) time  per  year in closely built portions of 
the City, all buildings, for the purpose of ascertaining and causing to be corrected any 
conditions liable to cause fire, or any violations of the provisions or intent of this Code 
or any ordinance affecting fire hazards.  (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)

5-2-5 ORDER TO REMOVE HAZARD.
(A) Order.   Whenever an inspector finds any building or other 

structure which, for want of repairs, lack of or insufficient fire escapes, automatic or 
other fire alarm apparatus or fire extinguishing equipment or by reason of age or 
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dilapidated condition, or from any other cause, is especially liable to fire, and which is 
so situated as to endanger other property or the occupants thereof, and whenever an 
inspector finds in any building combustible or explosive matter or flammable conditions 
dangerous to the safety of such building or the occupants thereof or finds dangerous 
accumulations of rubbish, or finds obstructions on fire escapes, stairs, passageways or 
windows liable to interfere with the operations of the Fire Department or egress of 
occupants in case of fire, he shall order such dangerous conditions or materials to be 
removed or remedied and such order shall forthwith be complied with by the owner or 
occupant of such premises or building.

(B) Service   of   Order.   The service of any such order may be made 
upon the occupant of the premises to whom it is directed, either by delivering the same 
to and leaving it with any person in charge of the premises, or in case no such person is 
found upon the premises by affixing a copy thereof in a conspicuous place on the door 
to the entrance of said premises.  Whenever it may be necessary to serve the order 
upon the owner of the premises, it may be served either by delivering to and leaving 
with the person a copy of the order, or, if such owner is absent from the jurisdiction of 
the officer making the order, by mailing a copy to the owner’s last known post office 
address.

(C) Appeal.   If an order is made by the Chief Inspector or any of the 
Assistant Inspectors, such owner or occupant may within  twenty-four (24) hours  
appeal to the Chief of the Fire Department, who shall, within  five (5) days , review 
such order and file his /her  decision thereon, and unless by his /her  authority the order is 
revoked or modified it shall remain in force and be complied within the time fixed in the 
order or decision of the Chief of the Fire Department.  (Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)

(D) Court   Review.   Any owner or occupant may, within  five (5) days  
after the making or affirming of any such order by the Chief of the Fire Department, file 
his petition with any court having jurisdiction, praying a review of such order and it shall 
be the duty of such court to hear the same within not less than  five (5) days  nor more 
than  ten (10) days  from the time the petition is filed, or as soon thereafter as 
reasonably can be, and to make such order in the premises as right as justice may 
require, and such decision shall be final.  The person appealing to the court shall file 
with the court within  two (2) days  a bond in an amount to be fixed by and approved 
by the court, conditioned to pay all the costs of such appeal in case the appellant fails 
to sustain his appeal or the same be dismissed for any cause.

5-2-6 ACCESS   TO   PREMISES.   The Chief of the Fire Department, the 
Chief Inspector, or any Assistant Inspector may, at all reasonable hours, enter any 
building or premises within his /her  jurisdiction for the purpose of making any inspection 
or investigation which, under the provisions of this Chapter he /she  deems necessary.    
(Ord. No. 7362; 03-15-10)
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5-2-7 ASSISTANCE   OF   CITY   ATTORNEY.    The City Attorney, upon request 
of the Bureau of Fire Prevention, shall assist the inspectors in the investigation of any fire 
which, in their opinion, is of suspicious origin.

5-2-8 SCHOOL   FIRE   DRILLS.   The Chief of the Fire Department shall require 
teachers of public, private, and parochial schools and educational institutions to have one fire 
drill each  year  and to keep all doors and exits unlocked during school hours.    (Ord. No. 7362; 
03-15-10)

5-2-9 LICENSES   FOR   FLAMMABLES,   EXPLOSIVES   AND   FIREWORKS.    
Before licenses may be issued for the keeping, storage, use, manufacture, sale, handling, 
transportation or other disposition of highly inflammable materials and rubbish, crude petroleum 
or any of its products, gun or blasting powder, dynamite, or explosives of any kind, including 
fireworks, firecrackers, and signaling explosives, the Chief of the Fire Department, the Chief 
Inspector, or his assistants shall inspect and approve the receptacles, vehicles, building or 
storage places to be used for any such purposes.

5-2-10 ANNUAL   REPORTS.    The annual report of the Bureau of Fire Prevention 
shall be made on or before the first Monday of May and transmitted to the Mayor.  It shall 
contain all proceedings under this Chapter with such statistics as the Chief of the Fire 
Department may wish to include therein.  The Chief of the Fire Department shall also 
recommend any amendments to the Chapter which in his judgment, shall be desirable.

5-2-11 FORMS   FOR   REPORTS.    The Chief of the Fire Department shall prepare 
instructions for the Chief Inspector and his assistants, and forms for their use in the reports 
required by this Chapter.

5-2-12 USE   OF   FIRE   HYDRANTS.    It shall be unlawful for anyone to use fire 
hydrants within the City of Belleville without first obtaining a written permit from the Illinois 
American Water Company.  Upon issuing such a permit, the Water Company shall immediately 
notify the Fire Chief that the permit was issued.

A person obtaining a permit to use a fire hydrant must have the permit in his possession 
at all times while operating the hydrant.  (#3267; 12-2-74)

(A) Private   Fire   Hydrants.   All fire hydrants privately owned and within the 
jurisdictional boundaries of the Belleville Fire Department must provide written verification for 
yearly flow testing and inspection of parts and equipment.  Upon yearly Fire Inspection, a copy 
of this test must be provided to the Fire Department for their records.   (Ord. No. 7150; 07-08 
-08)

5-2-13 WORK   PERIOD.   The work period for the fire department shall be a 
period consisting of twenty-eight (28) consecutive days. (#3278; 12-30-74)
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ARTICLE III – FIRE CODE

5-3-1 FIRE CODE ADOPTED.
(A) Adoption   of   Fire   Prevention   Code.   There is hereby adopted by 

the City of Belleville for the purpose of establishing rules and regulations to safeguard 
life, property and public welfare from the hazards of fire, and explosi o n arising from the 
storage, handling or use of substances, materials or devices and from conditions 
hazardous to life, property and public welfare in the use or occupancy of buildings, 
structures, sheds, tents, lots or premises, that certain code known as the  2006  
International Fire Code and the whole thereof, save and except such portions as are 
hereinafter deleted, modified or amended, and the same are hereby adopted and 
incorporated as fully as if set out in length herein, and from the date on which this 
Ordinance shall take effect, the provisions thereof shall be controlling within the 
corporate limits of the City of Belleville, Illinois.  

(B) Definitions.
(1) Wherever the word "municipality" is used in the Code hereby 

adopted, it shall be held to mean the City of Belleville, 
Illinois.

(2) Wherever the term "fire official" is used in the Code hereby 
adopted, it shall be held to mean the Fire Chief of the City of 
Belleville, Illinois.

(Ord. No. 7212; 01-05-09)

5-3-2 ADOPTION    OF    APPENDIX    A.   Appendix A of the 2006 
International Fire Code is hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out in 
length herein.  (Ord. No. 7610; 06-04-12)
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ARTICLE IV – MUTUAL AID BOX ALARM SYSTEM

5-4-1 MUTUAL   AID   BOX   ALARM   SYSTEM   ESTABLISHED.   Pursuant 
to Ordinance No. 6359 the City Council does hereby establish a Mutual Aid Box Alarm 
System as provided in Exhibit “A”.

ARTICLE V - PENALTIES

5-5-1 PENALTIES.   Any person violating any provisions of this Chapter 
or neglecting to comply with any order issued pursuant to this Chapter shall be fined 
not less than  Ten Dollars ($10.00)  nor more than  Five Hundred Dollars 
($500.00).  Each day a violation is permitted to exist beyond the time specified in any 
notice is a separate offense. (#3309; 09-15-75)
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ARTICLE VI - KEY LOCK BOX (KNOX BOX) INSTALLATION

5-6-1 KEY LOCK BOX SYSTEM.
(A) The following structures shall be equipped with a key lock box at or 

near the main entrance or such other location as required by the Fire Chief:
(1) All commercial or industrial buildings identified by the fire 

officials as difficult to access during emergencies.
(2) All new commercial construction and/or new businesses 

after  September 1, 2010  within the City having an 
automatic alarm system, or equipped with an automatic fire 
suppression system.

(3) Multi-family residential structures (more than two units), 
including senior citizen apartment/condominium complexes, 
that have restricted access through a common corridor for 
access to the living units or those identified by the fire 
officials as difficult to access during emergencies.

(4) All other buildings as recommended by the Fire Chief.
(B) All new construction subject to this Section shall have the key lock 

box installed and operational prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.
(C) All structures in existence on the effective date of this action and 

subject to this Section shall have  one (1) year  from the effective date of this Section 
to have an entry key lock box installed and operational in a location as approved by the 
Fire Chief.

(D) The owner of a structure and the owner of any business in a 
structure required to have a key lock box shall, at all times, keep a key or keys, in the 
lock box that will allow for complete and unobstructed access to the structure interior. 
These keys are to be marked and identified in a manner approved by the Fire Chief.

(Ord. No. 7425; 08-16-10)

[NOTE:  This Article was renumbered from Article V to Article VI.]


