
January
• Reside Here,  

1528 Lebanon Ave., 235-8400
• WebStar, 
	 1723 W. Main St., 416-0932
• Mary’s Hidden Treasures, 

800 E. Main St. 
• Sikorski Signs,  

11 N. 48th St.
• Law Offices of 

Gary Mack, PC,  
10 S. Jackson St., 236-2760

February
• Plumbers Supply Company, 

400 W. Monroe
• Congressman  

Enyart’s Office,  
23 Public Sq., Ste. 404

• Harpy I T Solutions,  
625 E. Main St., 355-0535

• Healthy Hair Studio,  
6 Lebanon Ave, Ste. C & D, 
314-226-4319

• Facial Rejuvenation Center, 
3 N. High St., facialrejuvena-
tioncenter@gmail.com

• Greenfield’s at Belle Clair 
Fairgrounds,  
200 S. Belt East

• Happy Hop Homebrew  
& Gourmet,  
122 E. Main St., 277-2550

March
• Barradas Peluqueria,  

300 N. High, 975-8623

• V Nail Spa,  
4825 W. Main, 314-398-8751

• The Pain & Injury Center, 
124 W. Main, 235-1500

• Midwest Auto World,  
1013 Sherman St., midwestau-
toworldinc@gmail.com

• A1 Energy,  
137 Iowa Ave., 277-8801

• Depper’s Auto Body,  
501c S. Second St., 698-4030

• T’Sha Boutique,  
1323 W. Main, 235-3835

• Making a Comeback,  
3800 W. Main, 978-2592

• Grey Eagle Distributors,  
1 Busch Blvd., 538-7500
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mayor’s message

PLEASE CALL THE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT AT 233-1416 FOR MORE DETAILS 

Special Events:
• Pitch-Hit & Run Competition-April 16, Rain 

Date-April 18
• Fishing Derby (ages 5-12 & adult)- FREE, 

May 11
• Tour de Belleville-Family Bike Ride-Friday, 

July 12 - Registration begins May 1  
• Concerts on Mondays at Public Square-FREE, 

June & July
• Concerts on Thursdays at Bellevue Park-

FREE, June & July  
Registration for SPRING/SUMMER 
Leagues & Lessons: 
• Men’s & Co-Rec Summer Softball  
   (Citizens Park-age 14 & up)
• Girl’s ASA Softball (10u-18u) 
   (Laderman/South Side)
• Youth Summer Baseball leagues 
   (age 5 through Grade 12)
• Jr. Tennis Lessons (Grades 2-6)
• Tennis Academy (ages 8-18)
Registration for FALL 
Leagues & Lessons: 
• Girl’s Volleyball – (Grades 5 & 6)
• Men’s & Co-Rec Fall Softball 
   (Citizens Park-age 14 & up)
• Women’s & Co-Rec Volleyball
• ASA H.S. Softball
• Boy’s Basketball – (Grades 5 & 6)
Program Registration:
Many of our special programs are offered 
through the NICHOLS COMMUNITY 
CENTER.  This facility has been referred to 
as “BELLEVILLE’S BEST KEPT SECRET!”  
Our programs focus on safety and fun with a 
wide variety of activities for infant to Senior 
Citizens. 
PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED/LIMITED 
AVAILABILITY
Early Childhood/Youth:
• Karate Class (PreK & K, Grades 1-4)
• Little Sluggers T-Ball (ages 3-5) (Outdoor)
• Kids in Action (ages 3-5)
• Mini Sports Clinic (ages 4-6) (Indoor: 
   Baseball, Basketball, Soccer & Tennis) 
• Parent’s Night Out - Monthly (ages 3-8)
• Silly Scientists (ages 4-7)
• Art & Drawing 101 (ages 8-12)
• Nerf Wars (ages 8-12)
• Volleyball: Girl’s Grade 5 & 6 (Fall)
• British Soccer Camp – March register  
  (June & July)
• Brazilian Soccer Camp - 
  March register (July)
• Camp Quackers (Grade K-6) June-August

  (10 weeks available)
• Kiddie Camp (ages 3-5) June-July 
   (6 weeks available)
Adult:
Zumba Fitness (ages 18 & up) 
Adult Trips (ages 18 & up)
Senior:
Senior Aerobics (ages 55 & up)
55 & Over Club (ages 55 & up)
ALPHABET ACADEMY / (Ages 3-5)

Alphabet Academy is held at the Nichols 
Community Center.  The 9 month program 
provides a socially rich environment that caters 
to the needs of children.  We strive to promote 
independence and everyday skills that will help 
to enhance the future of these young growing 
minds.  

We focus on the individual needs of your 
child and create the opportunity to cultivate 
their learning, enhance character, instill social 
skills, form friendships and discover new 
interests. Requirements:  Children must be 3 
or 4 years of age on or before September 1, 
2013.  All children must be toilet trained.  The 
Belleville Parks and Recreation Department’s 
Alphabet Academy accepts CHASI and offers 
Military discounts.  
Age: 3 year olds
Dates: September 3, 2013 to May 22, 2014
Day: Tuesday(s) and Thursday(s)
Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm
Cost: $40.00 Registration fee
$100.00 (per month)
Age: 4 year olds
Dates: September 4, 2013 to May 23, 2014
Day: Monday(s), Wednesday(s) and Friday(s)
Time: 9:15am to 12:30pm
Cost: $40.00 Registration fee
$110.00 (per month)
Call (618) 277-9785 to schedule an appoint-
ment to view the Nichols Community Center 
and meet the friendly staff, or email alphabeta-
cademy@hotmail.com for more information.
KIDDIE CAMP
A summer program for children 3 to 5 years of 
age.  Kiddie Camp will begin June 10, 2013 and 
end  July 18, 2013.  The program is held Mon-
day – Thursday from 9:30am to 1:30pm at the 
Nichols Community Center.  We focus on your 
child and provide the chance to cultivate your 
child’s learning, enhance character, instill social 
skills, create friendships and discover new inter-
ests. The cost of this Camp is only $45.00 per 
week.  He or she must be potty trained and  be 
ready to have fun!!! 

CAMP QUACKERS
Our summer Day Camp program will begin its 
26th Annual season  on June 3, 2013 and end  
August 9, 2013.  The camp is for Grades K - 6 
and will be held at our Stone Lodge in Bellevue 
Park.  Camp Quackers costs $85.00 per week and 
runs from 9:00am to 3:00pm, Monday - Friday.  
We also provide pre-camp and post-camp child 
care.  This is a service offered at a nominal fee 
of $20.00 per week, in addition to the Day Camp 
program fee.  The weekly fee is the same for any 
length of time this service is needed between the 
hours of 7am to 9am or 3pm to 6pm. 
55 & OVER CLUB   
(Ages:  55 years old and Up) Would YOU like 
to see new programs and trips??  Do YOU have 
any great ideas?  If you answered yes to any of 
those questions, then YOU need to join the 55 
& Over Club.  The 55 & Over Club acts in an 
advisory capacity to assist  in creating, imple-
menting and evaluating recreational programs, 
activities and/or trips for their peers.  Give us a 
call today at (618) 277-9785!  
TRIPS FOR 55 & OVER CLUB   
(Ages:  55 years old and Up) Our 55 & Over 
Club come up with amazing trips where we usu-
ally rent a Motorcoach for transportation and 
make these trips at a minimal cost for partici-
pants.  Some of the trips we have in mind are to 
Casinos, Wineries, Shopping, Festivals, Theatre, 
and many others.  Call us at (618) 277-9785 and 
find out about our upcoming trips and ask to be 
put on our Trip Call List so we can let you know 
of any new trips or special events.  
2013 YOUTH BASEBALL REGISTRATION

The Belleville Parks & Recreation Department 
baseball leagues began registration in December 
and will continue through May for the T-Ball, 
Robat Jugs Pitching Machine League, Optimist 
Baseball League, Jr. Jaycee Travel Baseball 
League, and Jaycee Travel Baseball League.  
Late registration will be April-May. Visit www.
bellevilleparksandrec.com or call 233-1416 for 
more information and a downloadable form. 
Register your entire team or individually!
League break down as follows:	 (CHILD’S BIRTHDATE RANGE)
T-BALL LEAGUE	 Sept. 1, 2005 - Dec. 31, 2007
ROBAT LEAGUE	 Sept.1, 2003 - Aug. 31, 2005
OPTIMIST LEAGUE	 Sept. 1, 2001 - Aug. 31, 2003
JR. JAYCEE TRAVEL LEAGUE	 Sept. 1, 1998 - Aug. 31, 2001
JAYCEE TRAVEL LEAGUE	 High School Freshman – 
		  Senior (year 2012-13)

If you have any questions about the registra-
tion dates times etc, please call 233-1416 or 
277-9785. Anyone interested in coaching any 
of the above-mentioned leagues please call 233-
1416 for more information. 

Community of Character
 Words of the Month

April - Cooperation
May - Self-Discipline

June – Fairness

DOWNTOWN EVENTS

Lindenwood Kappa
Sigma 5K Run

April 13, 8pm

Diva Nights
April 18, May 16, June 20

5 – 8pm
Diva Night Block Party

June 20, 7 – 9pm

12th Annual Law
Day Run 

April 27, 9am

Old Town Market
Saturdays

May 4 – November 16
7:30am – Noon

Car Cruise
May 11, June 8

6 – 9pm

Dist. 118 Public 
School Parade 
May 13, 9:30am, 
Rain Date May 14

12th Annual Art on 
the Square
May 17 – 19

Memorial Day Parade 
May 27, 10am

Shrine Circus Parade  
May 31, 7:30pm

Brew ‘N Que Challenge
June 8, 11am – 9pm

Metro East Pride Festival
June 22, Noon – 10pm

City Hall Closed
Mon., May 27

2013 APRIL/MAY/JUNE PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES: 
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Belleville Approaches 200th Anniversary – Silver Coins Available
     The Belleville 200 Committee has been working to lay 
the groundwork for the celebration of the 200th Anniver-
sary of the City of Belleville which was founded in 1814. 
     One of several fund-raising projects for the 200th An-
niversary is the sale of 200, specially designed silver coins. 
These commemorative coins were made in the USA and 
can be purchased as gifts that will be treasured for a life-

time. The limited edition, numbered coins sell for $200 
each. For more details, contact Debbie Belleville at (618) 
233-1416 or dbelleville@belleville.net.
     Visit the Belleville 200 Committee website at bel-
leville200.com for information regarding the  celebration, 
including upcoming fund-raisers and a calendar of fun 
events for everyone.

Bring your own lawn chairs and get a good seat 
because concerts are held during this summer, ev-
ery Monday at the Square and every Thursday in 
Bellevue Park beginning June 4.  The schedule will 

feature great music from a different area band each 
evening. Concerts are FREE and begin at 7pm.  
Schedule available in May by contacting the Parks 
& Recreation Department at (618) 233-1416.

FREE SUMMER CONCERTS

PREMIERE PARK FOR POOCHES
	 Progress continues at the City’s Dog Park, located at 
110 No. 6th Street in Rotary Park. The premiere park will 
include agility training equipment for your dog. The fence 

is currently under construction and plans are to open the 
dog park this summer.  Watch for more information in the 
July newsletter.

	 New phones are being installed in every department 
within the City’s buildings. The revised phone extensions 

can be found in the side bar on page 2.

new phone extensions for all departments

Mark W. Eckert

	 Spring is a remarkable time of the year. After the cold, 
dreariness of Winter, the world comes alive with fresh 
new growth and color.
	 As our City comes alive with budding trees, colorful 
flowers, shoppers and diners along our downtown 
streetscape, and our bike trails and parks bustling with 
walkers and runners, we know that just around the 
corner are some of Belleville’s greatest events that help 
to showcase our City; Art on the Square, the Law Day 
Run, Old Town Market and the Shrine Circus Parade, to 
name a few. Be sure to look at the list on the left side of 
this page for details on Downtown Events this Spring 
and make plans to enjoy them with family and friends.
	 We are excited about the plans the Belleville 200 
Committee is making to celebrate the City’s 200th 
Anniversary in 2014. We’ll keep you posted on the 
events and festivities in upcoming issues. Be sure to read 
the article regarding the unique 200th Anniversary Silver 
Coins made exclusively for the anniversary. 
	 This newsletter marks the 5th Anniversary of the start 
of its publication. The first issue was created in April of 
2008. We hope you find it informative and that it has 
become a useful resource for you. It is also available on 
line at www.belleville.net. 
	 We apologize that this issue is being delivered to 

you mid-month. We made a 
conscious decision to hold it 
until we had the results of the 
April 9 election. The newly 
elected officials are listed on 
page 6 and are current at the 
time of this publication. Due to 
the City’s redistricting there are 
now three Aldermen residing 
in Ward 1. Alderman Heisler 
and Alderman Schneider both 
have terms that expire in 2015. 
According to State law, they will have to draw lots to 
determine which one will serve as the Alderman for 
Ward 1. The other will serve as an Alderman-at-large. 
The drawing will take place at a special City Council 
meeting to be held on Monday, April 29, 2013 at 7pm.
	 It has been my privilege to serve as your Mayor and 
I look forward with great anticipation to the next four 
years. I am very proud of our city and on behalf of the 
staff and elected officials, I thank you for your support 
and your commitment to our community. It takes all of 
us working together to make our City the Community of 
Character that it is.

Elected Officials
(at date of publication)

MAYOR
Mark W. Eckert

233-6518 x1239 (office)

TREASURER
Dean L. Hardt

233-6518 x1240 (office)

CITY CLERK
Dallas B. Cook

233-6518 x1227 (office)

WARD 1
*Michael Heisler

277-3304
Ken Kinsella

234-0825
*Lillian Schneider

234-7569

WARD 2
Melinda Hult

235-1520
Janet Kay Schmidt

416-3533

WARD 3
A. ‘Gabby’ Rujawitz

235-5077
Kent Randle

239-9227

WARD 4
Johnnie Anthony

825-0660
TBA

WARD 5
Phillip Silsby

257-1524
Joseph W. Hayden

234-8956

WARD 6
Paul Seibert

233-3917
Robert B. White

558-7030

WARD 7
Trenton A. ‘Trent’ Galetti

416-4576
TBA

WARD 8
James Musgrove

233-3967
Joe Orlet
394-0661

*   See Mayor’s Message



EMERALD ASH BORER 

BICENTENNIAL PARK

The City of Belleville will be celebrating Arbor Day 
this year on April 26.  A tree planting will take place at 
a nearby park with the 4th Grade Class from Franklin 
School.  Each class member will receive a small sapling 
to plant and maintain at their homes.  This is part of 
the Fourth Grade Foresters nation wide program.  The 

Morton Arboretum is also providing Tree Tagging Kits 
for the students.   This will help students to understand 
the benefits of trees around them.  For information on 
either program, please visit www.fourthgradeforester-
susa.com and www.mortonarb.org.  

Millions of native ash trees are dying in the Mid-
west.  Most will be killed by a tiny, metallic green bee-
tle called the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB).  The adult size 
of the beetle is approximately ½” long.  EAB is spread-
ing quickly and relentlessly.  Treatments are available 
for individual trees, but there is no known method to 

eradicate the beetles.  The adult EAB beetle lays eggs 
on the bark of ash trees.  The eggs hatch and the larvae 
bore under the bark creating channels eventually killing 
the tree.  EAB only affects ash trees.  For more informa-
tion on EAB, please visit www.emeraldashborer.info or 
www.mortonarb.org.  

	 You are invited to attend the GRAND OPENING 
and RIBBON CUTTING of Bicentennial Park on 
Wednesday, May 1 at 10:00am. The park is located 
at 4811 Belleville Crossing St.  
	 When completed, park features will include 
a roadway leading to the lighted parking lot, a 
wedding-like white and blue gazebo, an ADA 
fishing pier, three “tree” themed playground 
pieces, a spectacular art sculpture by artist Andrew 
Carson, and a modular restroom facility.  The park 
will also feature paved and rustic winding surface 
trails throughout, and visitors may pass by a nature 

garden displaying a granite monument dedicated 
to the Kimball family. A 40-foot bridge is under 
construction at the entrance of the park off the So. 
17th  Street corridor. The bridge is scheduled to be 
completed at the end of April.
	 A special thanks to the Dorothy May and Edgar 
Rollins Kimball Trust, Metro East Parks and 
Recreation District, Kaskaskia Enginering, Gonzales 
Engineering, Mettler Development, Thiem’s 
Enginering and the City of Belleville for assisting 
with this quality development in our newest park.      

	 The Belleville Police Department has an outdoor 
shooting range located in the rear of the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant at the south end of the city.  Police 
officers use this range year round at various times of 
the day and night for firearms training and practice.   
In the past, residents and passing motorists have 
called reporting that they have heard gunshots or 

other sounds from that area and have been unaware 
of the location and use of the range.   The range 
has been located there and used for many years.  
We certainly understand the concern from callers 
and they are always welcome to call the Police 
Department at 234-1212 to verify that the range is 
in use if they hear shooting sounds in the future. 

	 Spring is a great time to rid basements and garages 
of things we no longer need. Yard Sales and Garage 
Sales are a popular means for discarding unwanted 
items.  
	 According to our City Ordinance, these types of 
sales require a permit which can be obtained from 
the City Clerk’s office.  The cost of the permit is $5 
and is valid only for the particular sale and premises 
designated on the permit. The permit must be posted 
in the front yard area and is non-transferable.  The 
permit holder must be the owner or the occupant of 
the premises where the sale is held. No more than 
three permits can be issued to any person during any 

calendar year. Yard sales are limited to a period of 
three consecutive days and must be conducted during 
the period from 7:30am – 5:00pm. Yard Sale permits 
will not be issued to anyone with indebtedness to the 
City.
	 For more information 
regarding Yard Sales, 
contact the City Clerk’s 
office at (618) 233-6810, 
ext. 210, visit www.
belleville.net, or stop 
in City Hall at 101 So. 
Illinois St. 

ARBOR DAY

sounds from the police shooting range

Planning a yard sale?
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Switchboard
233-6810

Cemetery
233-6518 x 1236

City Clerk
233-6518 x 1210

Economic 
Development 
& Planning

233-6518 x 1250

Engineering
233-6518 x 4272

Finance
233-6518 x 1235

Fire
234-2236 non-emergency

Health, Housing & 
Building
233-6817

Human Resources
233-6518 x 2280

Library Downtown
234-0441

West Branch
233-4366

Maintenance
277-4965

Mayor
233-6518 x 1239

Parks & Recreation
233-1416

Nichols Community Center
277-9785

Police
234-1212 non-emergency

Sanitation
233-6816

Street
239-3454

Treasurer
233-6518 x 1240

Wastewater or Sewer
233-7146

CITY 
DEPARTMENT 

CONTACTS
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Neighborhood 
Watch:

If you are planning a Neigh-
borhood Watch meeting 

and would like City 
representation from 
the Police, Fire, or 
Health & Housing 

Department, please 
contact Peggy in the City’s 
Human Resources Depart-
ment/Belleville Neighbor-
hood Partnership Program 
at peggyh@belleville.net or 

233-6810, ext 280.  

GARBAGE
Trash cans up to 45 gallons in 
capacity must have handles 
and lids and weigh no more 
than 60 pounds when filled. 

Trash Schedule
The Sanitation Department 

does not operate on the  
following holidays:

New Years Day
M.L. King Day
Presidents Day
Memorial Day

4th of July
Labor Day

Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day

Christmas Day

IF YOUR PICK-UP DAY 
FALLS ON OR AFTER A 

HOLIDAY, YOUR PICK-UP 
FOR THAT WEEK WILL 

BE DELAYED BY 
ONE (1) DAY.

The City offers a large item 
pick up on a daily basis for a 
minimum fee of $45. To ar-
range for a pick up, call the 
Sanitation Department at  

233-6816.

Yard Waste
Schedule

Yard Waste Collection will 
be picked up during the 2nd 

full week of January and 
February during the winter. 

Weekly pick up of yard 
waste will run from the first 
full week of March through 

the 2nd Friday of 
December.

YARD WASTE 
COLLECTION IS WEATHER 

PERMITTING

I would first like to thank everyone for your patience and 
understanding during the first week of April while we were closed. 
The decision to close the Library is never an easy one but, doing so 
was necessary to allow us to do some long overdue housekeeping. 
Most importantly, it allowed us to install our new computer system, 
Polaris. This new system now gives library patrons access to the 
collections of nearly half the libraries in the entire state of Illinois.  
Please be patient with us as we learn this new system so we can 
better serve our patrons.

In the next few months, we are going to finally begin our 
renovations. Some of the things you can expect are a new main 
entrance, reconfigured more inviting service desks, new, more open 
floor plan, improved and expanded technology for the public, and 
a more comfortable and inviting atmosphere overall.  Some small 

improvements have already begun.
If you have not visited the library, 

I encourage you to stop by and get a 
library card. I can promise you there is something here for every-
one.

Leander Spearman, Director

On, April 16, 2013, (rain date April 18) the MLB/
National Aquafina Pitch, Hit and Run Competition will 
be held at Laderman Park in Belleville. This event is open 
to all boys and girls ages 7-14 (age is determined as of 
July 17, 2013). The competition provides youngsters an 
opportunity to participate in an exciting skills competition; 
Pitching for accuracy, Hitting for distance and accuracy 
and Running for speed. Competition will take place in 
the 7-8, 9-10, 11-12, and 13-14 age groups with boys 
using baseballs and girls using softballs and competing 
separately.

The event will begin at 5:30pm and continue until 
8:00pm. No personal sports equipment is needed from the 
participants to compete, and metal cleats are not allowed. 

Registration is required. Parental permission is necessary 
and proof of age will be required should the child qualify 
to move on to the sectional competition.

This is a National, grassroots program that has 
four levels of competition -- Local, Sectional, Team 
Championship and National Finals. Local winners in each 
age classification will have the opportunity to advance 
with the possibility of competing in the National Finals 
that will occur at the 2013 Major League All Star Game 
in New York City, NY. Registration forms are available at 
the Parks & Recreation Department located at 510 West 
Main Street.   Forms can also be downloaded at www.
bellevilleparksandrec.com. For more information call 
(618) 233-1416.

PITCH, HIT and RUN COMPETITION 

In its 12th year, ART ON THE SQUARE is once again enjoying 
accolades nationally by garnering the distinction of being the # 2 
Art Show in the Nation for 2013.

Having the distinction of being 1st or 2nd 6 times out of the last 
6 years has facilitated over 1000 artists applying to be a part of the 
show.  105 have been chosen by professional jurors to take part in 
what is destined to be another phenomenal show.   Patty Gregory, 
Executive Director of Art on the Square and the over 600 volun-
teers who work tirelessly each year to make three days in May “the 
Best that Belleville has to offer” – welcome you to come enjoy all 
the fantastic elements that make up ART ON THE SQUARE.   

While visiting downtown to view the exquisite art available for 
purchase and to meet the incredible Artists that produced it – you 
can also enjoy fine wine, fantastic food and live entertainment tak-
ing place on the Main Stage, Wine Court area and Children’s stage 
throughout the Show.   

Another part of the Show that is a must see is the Living with 
ART Design stage.  Professional designers from the St. Louis Met-
ropolitan area will share with you their expertise on how to incor-
porate art from the show into your own home.  If you love HGTV 
– this is the area for you – with sessions being held throughout the 
day on both Saturday and Sunday.  

Art on the Square is also family friendly, with one entire section 
of the show designed with the “younger artists” in mind – The Chil-
dren’s Garden of ART.  Here the children can enjoy make-and-take 
art projects, painting a mural that is displayed throughout the week-
end and live children’s entertainment.  You can also stroll through 
the lobby of the Regions Bank building on the Square to view over 
300 top High School artists at the High School Art Exhibit which 
features 42 local high school art programs on display.  

Art on the Square is truly designed for art lovers of all ages.  For 
more information about the Show or the artists that will be in at-
tendance this year, please visit artonthesquare.com

ART ON THE SQUARE – May 17th, 18th & 19th 

TOUR DE BELLEVILLE - Friday, July 12 Library News

For the latest news and events please check  the 
library’s website at: www.bellevillepubliclibrary.org

Main Library
121 E. Washington
Mon-Thur: 9am-8pm
Fri-Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun. Closed
234-0441

West Branch Library
3414 West Main St.
Mon, Wed, Sat: 9am-5pm
Tues, Thur: Noon– 8pm
Fri, Sun: Closed
233-4366

14th Season begins Saturday, May 4
	 The Old Town Market, sponsored by The Belleville Main Street 
Committee, is gearing up for opening day of the market’s 14th 
season on Saturday, May 4, 2013 from 7:30 am to Noon at West 
Main and 1st Street in downtown Belleville. 
    The market offers a wide variety of fresh, locally grown seasonal 
fruit and vegetables along with prepared foods, arts,  and hand-
crafted items. Live music, provided by several local musicians, will 
entertain as you shop the wide selection of home grown produce 
and beautiful hand-crafted works of art.
    “Like many other communities, we are seeing an increased 

demand for locally grown produce,” said Geri Boyer, President, 
Belleville Main Street Committee. “Farmers markets support local 
businesses while promoting healthy people and healthy 
communities.”
    Old Town Market is open Saturdays from 7:30 am – Noon, 
May 4 through November 16, rain or shine at West Main and 1st 
Street in downtown Belleville. The market is currently accepting 
vendor applications. If you are interested in vendor opportunities, 
please contact Laurie Bauer at  618-233-2015 or lbauer@
bellevillechamber.org on log onto www.bellevillemainstreet.net for 
more information. 

Belleville main street’s old town market

	 The Belleville Police Department received a POLARIS 
UTILITY VEHICLE from the 2012 Tour de Belleville 
proceeds. The Parks Board and the Tour de Belleville 
Committee decided to purchase a Polaris Ranger 800 EFI 
for the Police Department to monitor the safety of our 
bike trails and to use at special city events.
	 Through Tour de Belleville, the Belleville Parks and 
Recreation Department provides families and individuals 
with an enjoyable,  recreational activity while gaining the 
benefits of exercise and raising money for the city. As a 
result of the great success of the 2012 Tour de Belleville 
event, with 2,412 participants,  the Parks & Recreation 
Department purchased over $20,000 of safety equipment 
to assist the city this year.  In addition to the Polaris Utility 
Vehicle ($8,750), the Police requested the addition of a 
police light package ($1,800), and a drinking fountain 
($4,035),  to be installed ($5,700) at the Belleville 
Metro Link Station.  We are proud to announce that over 
the 7 years of Tour de Belleville, $110,276.30 of the 
proceeds have been spent to support safety, and purchase 
maintenance equipment and amenities for bike trails. 
	 This year ‘s  8th Annual Tour de Belleville will be held 

on Friday, July 12, with a “Gilligan’s Island”  theme: “3 
HOUR TOUR”.  All participants stranded on the island 
from the shipped wrecked “SS Minnow” can enjoy the 
music played by the “Social Remedy” band from 6:30-
8:30pm prior to the event. The “Castaway” ride lead by 
the SKIPPER begins at 8:30pm (new start time) with 
a choice of a 5 or 15 mile route.  All of the festivities, 
which will include the crew members…The Professor, 
Mary Ann, Ginger, Mr. & Mrs. Howell and Gilligan…
will be held at Union United Methodist Church in the rear 
parking  lot.  
	 Registration begins in May at www.tourdebelleville.
com or www.bellevilleparksand.com The cost is $16 

per person through 
July 11 (price includes 
shirt and water bottle).  
Beginning July 12, the 
cost is $25 per person. 
For additional details 
call the Parks and 
Recreation Department 
at (618) 233-1416.

Spring into action for belleville’s history
	 Are you passionate about the City of Belleville and 
its history?  April is National Volunteer month and with 
Belleville’s Bicentennial fast approaching now is the 
perfect time to get involved in preservation efforts.  The 
Belleville Historic Preservation Commission is currently 
seeking interested residents of the city for appointment by 
the Mayor to fill open seats.  
	 The BHPC was founded in 1972 by City Ordinance to 
designate local landmarks and historic districts and is re-
sponsible for reviewing subsequent exterior alterations to 
those properties per the guidelines.  The appointed volun-
teers review applications for building alterations, new ad-
ditions, construction, and demolition through a specified 
design review process.  The BHPC also takes a lead role 
in educating the public with regards to the architectural 
and historical heritage of the community and providing 
residents with information related to preservation initia-
tives.  
	

	 The BHPC meets on the Third Tuesday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  Meetings are run in a lively 
format that allows everyone to contribute.  Ideal candi-
dates will have experience, knowledge or a demonstrated 
interest in preserving the historic district and resources of 
the city.  This may include, but is not limited to, member-
ship in a historical society, volunteer work with a history-
related organization, or experience in researching local 
history.  Residents with professional qualifications in the 
fields of history, architecture, landscape architecture, ar-
chitectural history, construction, real estate, planning, or a 
related field or discipline would be optimal members.  If 
you are interested in serving or would like to know more 
about the BHPC, please contact the Chair, Ashley Pollock 
at ChairBHPC@gmail.com to submit a resume and let-
ter of interest.  As we turn the corner towards Belleville’s 
200 year anniversary, committees are now forming to plan 
events and initiatives so volunteer now! 


