
October
• Lincare, Inc.,  

7 N. High St., Ste. 103,  
235-7140

• Unlimited Mobile,  
4701 W. Main

• Zen Garden,  
1024 Carlyle Ave.

• Placesmart Agency,  
629 E. Main 

• AB&C Moving & Delivery, 
501 S. 2nd St., 233-3130

• Alternatives Counseling, 
1720 N. Belt West, 288-8085

• Tavern on Main,  
301 E. Main 

• Children 1st Foundation, 
1909 Dublin Blvd., 235-6192

• CR Holland Real Estate,  
308 Carlyle Ave.

• Top of the Line, 
 6007 W. Main, 

• A+ Home Remodeling,  
9 N. 47th St., 630-227-1111

• Dollars & Cents,  
1406 W. Main 

November
• All Hair,  

4418 W. Main 
• Law Offices of  

Kelly Garrett-Hicks,  
20 E. Main St., 444-1878

• All Styles Barber  
& Beauty Salon,  
68 Carlyle Plaza, 235-6110

• Image Recovery Service, 
2460 W. State Rt 161

• Test of Faith Bible Church,  
6 Lebanon Ave. 

• Hospice Source,  
105 N. 47th St. 

• Deeke Motorsports,  
1720 S. Belt West 

• Marten Portable Buildings, 
913 Sherman, 994-4330

• Allen Roofing  
& Construction,  
1916 Keleher Plaza, 277-8261

• EKR Group,  
10 S. Jackson St., 233-8800

• Hurst & Son LLC,  
332 Centreville Ave., 234-1568

• Project Compassion NFP, 
6609 W. Main, a & b, 397-1790

• JH Nails,  
60 Carlyle Plaza, 222-0137

December
• Ameren Training Center, 

1590 E. State Rt. 15
• Great Clips,  

2630 Mascoutah Ave., Ste. 105, 
235-2820

• Hibbett Sporting Goods, 
2525 Green Mount Commons, 
Ste. 250, 355-9128

NEW BUSINESSES IN BELLEVILLE
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Mark W. Eckert

233-6518 x 239 (Office)

TReAsuReR
Jerry Turner

233-6518 x 240 (Office)

CITY CLeRK
Linda Fields

233-6518 x 227 (Office)

WARD 1
Michael Heisler

277-3304
Ken Kinsella

234-0825

WARD 2
Dorothy Meyer

277-3855
Melinda Hult 

235-1520

WARD 3
Rob Anderson

235-2363
A. ‘Gabby’ Rujawitz

235-5077

WARD 4
Tim Carpenter

977-2143
Dean L. Hardt

830-1135

WARD 5
Phillip Silsby

257-1524
Joseph W. Hayden

234-8956

WARD 6
Paul Seibert

233-3917
Dave Martinson

277-4234

WARD 7
Phil Elmore
235-1987

Lillian Schneider
234-7569

WARD 8
James Musgrove

233-3967
Joe Orlet 

394-0661

CITY OF BELLEVILLE
101 S. Illinois St.
Belleville, IL 62220

UNION BUG

PARKS & RECREATION CALENDAR
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mAyOR’S mESSAgE

PLEASE CALL THE PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT AT 233-1416 FOR MORE DETAILS 

Special Events:
American Legion Dinner/Auction  - Feb. 2
Daddy Daughter Dance Registration - Feb. 9
Easter EGG-stravaganza Egg Hunt (ages 1-7) – March 23
Pitch-Hit & Run Competition – April 16/Rain Date: April 18
Fishing Derby – FREE May 11
Tour de Belleville Info available (Ride: Friday, July 12)  
Registration for Spring/Summer Baseball/Softball Leagues: 
• Men’s & Co-Rec Summer Softball (Citizens Park)
• Girl’s ASA Softball (10u-18u)
• Youth Baseball (age 5 through 12th grade)

Program Registration:
Early Childhood/Youth:
Little Movers & Shakers (ages 6-18 months)
Tiny Tots & Tumbling (ages 2-4)
Karate Class (PreK & K, 1st-4th Grade)
Little Kickers (ages 3-5) (Outdoor)
Little Sluggers T-Ball (ages 3-5) (Outdoor)
Kids in Action (ages 3-5)
Girls’ Basketball (5th & 6th Grade)
Mini Sports Clinic (ages 4-6) (Indoor: Baseball, Basketball, Soccer & 
Tennis) 
Parent’s Night Out - Monthly (ages 3-8)
Silly Scientists (ages 4-7) 
Art & Drawing 101 (ages 8-12)
Nerf Wars (ages 8-12)
Volleyball: Set, Bump & Serve (ages 8-10)
British Soccer Camp – March registration for June & July camps
Brazilian Soccer Camp - March registration for July camp
Camp Quackers (K-6th Grade) Brochures available in March
Kiddie Camp (ages 3-5) Brochures available in March
Adult:
Zumba (ages 18 & up) 
Zumba Toning (ages 18 & up)
Geocache (ages 18 & up)
Senior:
Senior Aerobics (ages 55 & up)
Senior Trips (ages 55 & up)

N.C.C. PROGRAMS:  We have highlighted a few of our new programs 
at the Nichols Community Center.  For more information or to register, 
please call us at (618) 277-9785.
MINI SPORTS CLINICS (ages 4-6)
We will be putting on a variety of sports clinics specialized for youth de-
velopment in the areas of Baseball, Basketball, Soccer and Tennis.  These 
clinics will give instruction in the basic techniques of each sport along 
with emphasizing the importance of good sportsmanship, individual skills 
and teamwork concepts.
NERF WARS  (ages 8-12)
Come to the Nichols Community Center and enjoy our new program, 
NERF WARS. Pre-registration is required. Participants must provide Nerf 
gun, Nerf ammunition and safety goggles/glasses.  This has become one of 
the most popular games in the area… don’t wait to register, limited spots 
available!

55 & OVER CLUB  (ages 55 & up)
Would you like to see new programs and trips?? Do YOU have 
any great ideas? If you answered “yes” to any of those questions, 
then YOU need to join the 55 & Over Club.  The 55 & Over Club 
acts in an advisory capacity to assist in creating, implementing 
and evaluating recreational programs, activities and/or trips for 
their peers. Give us a call today!

Alphabet Academy  /  (Ages 3-5)
Alphabet Academy provides a socially rich environment that ca-
ters to the needs of children.  We strive to promote independence 
and everyday skills that will help to enhance the future of these 
young growing minds.  
We focus on the individual needs of your child and create the 
opportunity to cultivate their learning, enhance character, instill 
social skills, form friendships and discover new interests.
Requirements:  Children must be 3 or 4 years of age on or before 
September 1st, 2012.  All children must be toilet trained.  The 
Belleville Parks and Recreation Department’s Alphabet Academy 
accepts CHASI and offers Military discounts.  

Call (618) 277-9785 today to set an appointment to view the 
Nichols Community Center and meet the friendly staff, or email 
alphabetacademy@hotmail.com for more information.

2013 Youth Baseball Registration
The Belleville Parks & Recreation Department baseball leagues 
will be taking registration December through May for the T-Ball, 
Robat Jugs Pitching Machine League, Optimist Baseball League, 
Jr. Jaycee Travel Baseball League, and Jaycee Travel Baseball 
League.  Early Bird Registration will take place December- 
January, Regular Registration will be February - March and Late 
Registration will be April-May. Please go to www.bellevillepark-
sandrec.com for more information and a downloadable form 
or call 233-1416 for information. Register your entire team or 
individually!
Early Bird Registration costs will be $65 for early registration 
in December & January and $75 for February and March. Late 
registration cost will be $85 for April and May. 
League break down as follows:
T-BALL LEAGUE ....................September 1, 2005 - December 31, 2007
ROBAT LEAGUE  ....................September 1, 2003 - August 31, 2005
OPTIMIST LEAGUE  ..............September 1, 2001 - August 31, 2003
JR. JAYCEE TRAVEL LEAGUE  ..September 1, 1998 - August 31, 2001
JAYCEE TRAVEL LEAGUE ...High School Freshman – Senior (year 
2012-13)   
If you have any questions about the registration dates times etc, 
please call 233-1416 
Anyone interested in coaching any of the above-mentioned 
leagues please call 233-1416 for more information. 

Happy New Year!  It’s hard to believe 2013 
is here.  This past year ended with the comple-
tion of South 17th Street and Belleville Cross-
ing Street.  The finished project is outstanding.  
The City received many compliments on this 
development and Bicentennial Park is looking 
great.  It will be nice to see work begin this 
year on our new bike trails from Citizens Park 
to Bellevue Park and the Signal Hill bike trail.  
Lindenwood University continues to make 
many improvements.  What a great year of ac-
complishments.  My thanks to all the organizations who 
helped decorate downtown Belleville this Holiday Sea-
son.  Many say the City has never looked better.  

I extend my sincere thanks to everyone who volun-

teered this past year to help grow and im-
prove our City.  We are so excited about 
the work being done and the unbelievable 
potential with the neighborhood partner-
ships.

Belleville is alive with promise and 
progress.  Our dedicated and enthusiastic 
employees and volunteers work tirelessly 
to serve city residents and businesses.  We 
look forward to serving you in 2013 and 
encourage your suggestions and com-

ments at any time.  Please feel free to contact me at (618) 
233-6810, ext. 239.

May the New Year bring you good health, happiness, 
peace and prosperity.

Community of Character
 Words of the Month

January – Integrity
February – Honesty

March – Perseverance

DOWNTOWN eVeNTs

Diva Nights
January 17
February 21
March 21
5 – 8pm

st. Patrick’s 
Day Parade

Saturday, March 16
11am

City Hall Closed
Tuesday, January 1
Monday, January 21
Monday, February 18

Friday, March 29

Age: 3 year olds
Dates: September 4, 2012 to May 23, 2013
Day: Tuesday(s) and Thursday(s)
Time: 9:00am to 1:00pm
Cost: $40.00 Registration fee
          $100.00 (per month)

Age: 4 year olds
Dates: September 5, 2012 to May 24, 2013
Day: Monday(s), Wednesday(s) and Friday(s)
Time: 9:15am to 12:30pm
Cost: $40.00 Registration fee
          $110.00 (per month)

2013 JANUARY/FEBRUARY/MARCH PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES: 

mark W. Eckert

ELECTRIC AggREgATION PROgRAm = $ SAVINgS fOR ALL RESIDENTS
On November 6, 2012, the voters in the City 

of Belleville passed a referendum authorizing 
the City of Belleville to seek lower electricity 
rates for eligible residential and small commer-
cial retail customers by establishing an “opt-out” 
electric aggregation program. After a thorough 
bid process Homefield Energy was chosen as 
your retail electric supplier. Homefield Energy 
is an independent seller of power and energy 
service and is certified as an Alternative Retail 
Electricity Supplier by the Illinois Commerce 
Commission (ICC Docket No. 11-0673).

PROGRAM DETAILS
As an eligible participant, your account will 

be automatically enrolled in the program unless 
you choose to opt-out by January 16, 2013. You 
do not need to do anything to become enrolled.

• There is no enrollment or switching fee.
• Your new price of $0.03909 (3.909 cents) 

per kWh is guaranteed until June 2014.
• Your new electricity rate will be lower than 

the current Ameren default rate.
• The price will not change through this 

term.
The utility’s current non-summer rate of 

$0.05467 (5.467 cents) per kWh is called your 
“Price-to-Compare”. The Summer rate will 
be published by May 2013. More information 
about your “Price-to-Compare” can be found 

at the Illinois Commerce Commission site: 
http://www.pluginillinois.org/FixedRateBreak-
downAmeren.aspx. 

Please note that although the utility’s Resi-
dential Space Heat rate offers a rate of $0.03338 
(3.338 cents) per kWh for non-summer use over 
800kWh, customers in the municipal aggrega-
tion program will receive the same rate year 
round; 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days 
a year. There is no increase even during normal 
peak hours of usage. If you are a Space Heat 
customer, please compare these rates carefully 
and select the option that will benefit you long-
term.

NO CHANGES IN YOUR BILLING
You will continue to receive one monthly 

bill from Ameren Illinois. You will still be eli-
gible for the same programs you are eligible for 
now through the utility, such as Budget Billing, 
payment agreements and energy efficiency pro-
grams. The only change will be in the Electric 
Supply price on your Ameren Illinois bill. For 
more details, visit (http://www.ameren.com/
sites/aiu/ElectricChoice/Pages/SupplyCosts.
aspx).

ENROLLMENT PROCESS
Once your account is enrolled, and again, 

this enrollment is automatic, you will receive 
a confirmation letter from Ameren Illinois con-

firming your “switch” to Homefield Energy. 
Approximately 30 to 45 days after enrollment 
you will receive your first bill with your new 
Homefield Energy price. Please see the en-
closed Terms and Conditions for additional in-
formation.

OPT-OUT INSTRUCTIONS
If you choose not to participate, you can 

elect to be removed from the Program by com-
pleting and returning an Opt-Out Card by Janu-
ary 16, 2013. You will receive the Opt-Out Card 
in the mail. An envelope for returning the Opt-
Out card will also be provided.

If you have questions or need additional 
information about Municipal Aggregation or 
Homefield Energy, please visit www.home-
fieldenergy.com  for FAQs and community spe-
cific information. Homefield Energy Customer 
Care is available 8:00am to 7:00pm Monday 
through Friday at 866-694-1262 or via email at 
CustCare@HomefieldEnergy.com.

Please be advised: If someone comes to 
your door to present information on possible 
energy savings, first, make sure they have been 
issued an official Solicitors Badge from the City 
of Belleville. And second, ask how the rate they 
are offering compares to Homefield Energy’s 
rate of only $0.03909 (3.909 cents) per kWh. 



TOP 10 HAPPENINgS 2012

PUBLIC INVITED TO PARTICIPATE IN COmmUNITy 
PLANNINg mEETINg

Residents and business owners in Belleville and 
Swansea are encouraged to attend the Belleville-
Swansea Community Planning Area meeting on 
Tuesday, February 12, 2013, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm.  
The meeting will be held at the Belleville Parks 
and Recreation Building at 510 West Main Street 
in Belleville.  In round one of the public meetings, 
critical issues in the two communities were identi-
fied.  In round two, these issues were prioritized and 
discussed in depth.  In this round, the public will be 

asked to provide feedback on solutions that have been 
developed specifically for our communities.  

These public meetings are part of the larger re-
gional planning process that is spearheaded by the 
East West Gateway Council of Governments, and our 
feedback will contribute to the development of the 
Regional Plan for Sustainable Development.  If you 
have questions about this meeting or the overall plan, 
please contact Emily Fultz at (618) 233-6810 x251 or 
efultz@belleville.net

1. Art on the Square is named #1 art show in the 
U.S. by Art Fair Source Book.

2. 17th Street extension opens connecting Main 
Street with IL Rt. 15 and opening better access 
to Belleville Crossing shopping center, Wagner 
Buick/GMC, O.C. Joseph Chrysler/Dodge/Jeep 
and Belleville West High School.

3. City of Belleville received $92,700 grant from 
Metro East Parks & Recreation District for the 
Kimball Plaza Phase II project at Bicentennial 
Park.

4. The EDGE opens five (5) movie theaters at 701 
South Belt West as part of a $1,700,000 expan-
sion.

5. Memorial Hospital opens its $24,000,000 Ortho-
pedic & Neurosciences building.

6. City of Belleville completes roadway improve-
ments at Frank Scott Parkway & Dapron Drive.

7. City of Belleville completes major roadway 
improvements on East Washington Street.

8. St. Paul’s Home announces $27,000,000 expan-
sion plan on West ‘F’ Street.

9. Ameren Illinois begins $2,500,000 training facil-
ity located at 1590 East State Route 15.

10. Over 100 Business Occupancy Permits issued 
by the City of Belleville.

For a complete list of the 2012 Happenings in  
Belleville, visit www.belleville.net.

Belleville has authorized the sale of refunding bonds 
that will save the City approximately $1,420,000 over 
the next 14 years.  

Mayor Eckert, said “we implemented the refunding 
in order to take advantage of current historically low 
interest rates.”  He noted that just as home owners refi-
nance loans when rates decline, the refunding enables 
the Belleville to reduce its interest cost.  “The average 
interest rate on the refunding bonds is 2.28% compared 
to over 4.3% on the bonds issued in 2005 that we are 
refunding.”

As part of the refunding process, the City applied for 
a bond rating from Standard & Poor’s, a leading glob-
al credit rating, research and risk analysis firm.  Bel-
leville’s “A+” rating was confirmed.  Among the rea-

sons cited by Standard & Poor’s were adequate income 
levels and reserves.  

The City’s financial advisor, Joy Howard, principal 
of WM Financial Strategies, said “the rating retention 
was in part the result of the City’s bold initiatives to 
cut expenditures and implement a new sales tax.  These 
measures were necessary to offset revenue reductions 
due to the economic recession and the trickle down ef-
fect from the State’s fiscal challenges.  The State has 
been withholding substantial revenues it owes cities in-
cluding Belleville.”

To insure the lowest financing cost, the City solicited 
proposals from firms to underwrite the bonds.  Nine 
proposals were received and First Bankers Banc, St. 
Louis, Missouri was selected.  

The Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast, held annually in the 
City of Belleville, is a city-county version of the Presi-
dential Prayer Breakfast held annually in Washington, 
D.C. These events were inaugurated as a time of re-
dedication of ourselves and our nation to God. Similar 
events are held in numerous states and cities throughout 
the United States. Many communities surrounding Bel-
leville hold annual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfasts.

Belleville’s Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast is sponsored 
by a voluntary committee of concerned laymen who 
have informally joined together for the past forty-seven 
years to organize the breakfast.

This year’s breakfast will be held on Wednesday, 
February 20, 2013 at 7:30am at Fischer’s Restaurant at 
2600 W. Main St. in Belleville. For reservations and/or 
more information, please call (618) 236-6150. 

BELLEVILLE TO SAVE $1,420,000

48TH ANNUAL mAyOR’S PRAyER BREAKfAST
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switchboard
233-6810

Cemetery
233-6518 x 236

City Clerk
233-6518 x 210

economic 
Development 
& Planning

233-6518 x 250

engineering
233-6518 x 272

Finance
233-6518 x 235

Fire
234-2236 non-emergency

Health, Housing & 
Building
233-6817

Human Resources
233-6518 x 280

Library Downtown
234-0441

West Branch
233-4366

Maintenance
277-4965

Mayor
233-6518 x 239

Parks & Recreation
233-1416

Nichols Community Center
277-9785

Police
234-1212 non-emergency

sanitation
233-6816

street
239-3454

Treasurer
233-6518 x 240

Wastewater or sewer
233-7146

CITy 
DEPARTmENT 

CONTACTS
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NeIgHBORHOOD 
WATCH:

If you are planning a Neigh-
borhood Watch meeting 

and would like City 
representation from 
the Police, Fire, or 
Health & Housing 

Department, please 
contact Peggy in the City’s 
Human Resources Depart-
ment/Belleville Neighbor-
hood Partnership Program 
at peggyh@belleville.net or 

233-6810, ext 280.  

gARBAge
Trash cans up to 45 gallons in 
capacity must have handles 
and lids and weigh no more 
than 60 pounds when filled. 

TRAsH sCHeDuLe
The Sanitation Department 

does not operate on the  
following holidays:

New Years Day
M.L. King Day
Memorial Day

4th of July
Labor Day

Veterans Day
Thanksgiving Day

Christmas Day

If yOUR PICK-UP DAy 
fALLS ON OR AfTER A 

HOLIDAy, yOUR PICK-UP 
fOR THAT WEEK WILL 

BE DELAyED By 
ONE (1) DAy.

The City offers a large item 
pick up on a daily basis for a 
minimum fee of $45. To ar-
range for a pick up, call the 
Sanitation Department at  

233-6816.

YARD WAsTe
sCHeDuLe

Yard Waste Collection will 
be picked up during the 2nd 

full week of January and 
February during the winter. 

Weekly pick up of yard 
waste will run from the first 
full week of March through 

the 2nd Friday of 
December.

YARD WASTE 
COLLECTION IS WEATHER 

PERMITTING

Library Renovation Begins
Over the next few months, renovations of the Main Library building will 

begin. Among the planned improvements are a new main entrance, new 
paint and carpeting throughout, new circulation desks and improved public 
computing areas. These improvements are intended to make the library a 
more comfortable, inviting place for the public.

The Main Library will remain open throughout the majority of the reno-
vations, however, there will be a brief period of time where, for the safety 
of public and staff, the library will have to close for a few weeks. As we get 
closer to that time, we will be temporarily extending the hours of operation 
for our West Branch at 3414 W. Main St. 

In addition to the renovations, this Spring we will be migrating to a 
brand new computer system for checking out and placing holds. In an ef-
fort to help this process go as smoothly as possible, we are asking patrons 

with outstanding balances or delinquent 
material on their account to please con-
tact the library. We will be happy to work 
with you on resolving the matter so you can 
enjoy the full benefit of the new library and new computer system.

Dear Dad…please take me to the Daddy Daughter 
Dance on FEBRUARY 9th!!!

It’s that time again, when you spend a special night 
with your little princess.  Enjoy a Pasta Dinner from 
Seven Restaurant & Lounge while listening and 
dancing to the sounds of music by Phil Elmore’s Mo-
bile Music Machine. Everyone will receive a “free” 
picture taken by a photographer, a rose, prizes/gifts 
and an evening to cherish forever. This 8th Annual 
Daddy Daughter Dance, sponsored by the Belleville 
Parks & Recreation Department, will be held on 

February 9th, 2013 at Belleville West High School 
from 5:00 P.M. to 8:30 P.M.  

Price:  $35 per couple/$15 each additional daugh-
ter. Don’t delay or disappoint that little girl…you 
must pre-register and this quality event sells out ev-
ery year! 

Registration deadline is February 1st, 2013 or first 
come-first serve to maximum reservations of 500. 

Make your reservations now by calling (618) 277-
9785 or (618) 233-1416.

DATE: SATURDAY, February 2, 2013
Location:  Scottish Rite Bodies, 1549 Frank Scott 

Parkway West, Belleville
5:00 Cash Bar/6:15 Dinner/7:30 Program  
COST: Adult Tickets:  $35
Youth Tickets: $15  (15 & under) 
 2012 Legion Players FREE
 Please join us for our 13th annual base-

ball banquet to celebrate the history and tradition of 
Hilgard Baseball and see teammates and friends and 
reminisce about all the great memories.

Three new members will be inducted into the 

“Hilgard Hall of Fame” this year.  They include: Bill 
Schlueter 1958, ‘59, ‘60, & ‘61, Tom “Wally” Baltz, 
Coach 1998, ’99, ’00 & ‘01, and Jake Friederich, 
1998, ‘99, & ‘00.  

This will be another special “baseball” evening 
and an opportunity to say “Thank you” to Hall of 
Famer, Whitey Herzog for his continued support to 
the City of Belleville and the Whitey Herzog Field.  

Reservations available at the Belleville Parks & 
Recreation Dept. – (618) 233-1416. 

Back by popular demand to be held SUNDAY, 
MARCH 24th – Be a part of a real-world outdoor trea-
sure hunt within the boundaries of Belleville where 
two teams try to locate hidden containers, called Geo-
caches, using your Smartphone or GPS.  Each loca-
tion will be given a point value based on difficulty 
and each container will have a challenge for which 

additional points can be earned for successfully com-
pleting it.  The team to return to home base with the 
most points before the time limit expires is the winner.   
1st and 2nd place prizes will be awarded.  At least 1 
person on each team must be 18 years or older.  For 
more information please call (618) 233-1416 or (618) 
277-9785. 

(Ages:  3 to 8 years old)
HEY PARENTS!!!  It’s time to get your social life 

back and what better way to do it then to let us watch 
your children while you spend the night “guilt-free.”  
Instead of wasting time trying to find a babysitter use 
the Nichols Community Center and their reliable staff.  
Catch a movie, find a new restaurant, hangout with 
your friends or just spend a quiet night at home from 

5:30-9:30 PM.  DATES:  January 18, February 8 or 22, 
March 8 or 22.

The kids will have a great night playing a variety 
of fun games, meeting new friends and soooo much 
more!!!   For more information about this great pro-
gram or to register for the next Parents Night Out 
please call (618) 277-9785.  Don’t wait…. limited 
spots available!!!

(Ages 1-7)
You are invited to our Annual Egg Hunt at Belle-

vue Park on Saturday, March 23rd, 2013.  This event is 
open to the public and is co-sponsored with the Turkey 
Hill Grange.  There will be free cookies and punch 
after the hunt.  A “Special” Bunny may also make an 

appearance for photo opportunities.  Mark your calen-
dars and come join us for a great morning of fun with 
the kids!!!  

Must be pre-registered by March 18th, 2013.  Call 
(618) 277-9785 for more information.  The event will 
take place, RAIN or SHINE.

gEOCACHE CHALLENgE BELLEVILLE

PARENTS NIgHT OUT 

EASTER Egg-STRAVAgANzA 2013 

The City of Belleville recently received the CARE for AIR Award at 
the second annual Air & Health Forum on November 2, 2012.  Mayor 
Mark Eckert and Director of Economic Development and Planning, 
Emily Fultz, were pleased to accept this award on behalf of the City.  
The forum, which was hosted by the St. Louis Regional Clean Air Part-
nership, honored the City for working to increase energy efficiency and 
reduce emissions through the Cool City program, particularly by imple-
menting a leaf burning ban and supporting complete streets initiatives.  

In 2012, the St. Louis region was ranked 10th amongst the nation’s 
25 most polluted cities by year-round particle pollution and 34th in the 
nation for ozone pollution.  Realizing that change happens at the local 
level, the City has taken its challenge seriously and is committed to 
making changes that contribute to a cleaner environment for genera-
tions to come.  In 2009, the City of Belleville was the first City in St. 

Clair County to become a Cool City, 
which distinguished it as one of the 
few cities in the state that is committed 
to fighting global warming at the local 
level.  

The next step in this effort is known 
as Cool Cities 2.0.  This updated local 
agreement sets new goals for 2015.  As 
part of Belleville’s continued effort to 
increase its level of sustainability and 
decrease its carbon footprint, the City will be forming a Sustainability 
Committee.  If you have any interest in serving on this committee or 
becoming involved with cool cities, please contact Emily Fultz at (618) 
233-6810 x250 or efultz@belleville.net. 

CITy RECEIVES CARE fOR AIR AWARD 
DADDy DAUgHTER DANCE

AmERICAN LEgION DINNER & SILENT AUCTION LIBRARy HAPPENINgS

Construction of Phase I and II is nearly completed at Belleville’s new-
est park. These two phases feature a gazebo, fishing pier, small play-
ground, art sculpture, natural plant garden, and restrooms.  The park also 
has paved and natural surface trails.  An entrance roadway and parking 
lot were also installed in the park.  The park will be opened after comple-
tion of a bridge at the entrance to the park.  This project was funded by 
the Dorothy May and Edgar Rollins Kimball Trust, Metro East Parks 

and Recreation District, and the City of Belleville.  A special thanks to 
Mettler Development as well as Kaskaskia Engineering for the qual-
ity product they have created on this project.  To view the progress of 
this park, take South 17th Street to Belleville Crossing, just past South 
20th Street. Look for more from this park as the City’s Bicentennial ap-
proaches in 2014.   

Rotary Dog Park to be built this Spring
As the result of the Parks & Recreation Master Plan, completed in 

2008, 53% expressed the importance of having a dog park in their com-
munity.  Over the past several years, city leaders and interested citizens 
began a dialogue and working towards fundraising and deciding on the 
site location.  There have been several unforeseen obstacles, but due to 
perseverance and a St. Clair County Grant – we now see the light at the 
end of the tunnel.  Thanks to the St. Clair County $25K grant, a Nestle’ 
Purina donation, the Ultra Play Equipment grant, fundraising events, 
and several individual donations all working together to accomplish our 
goal, after we receive the final contract agreement, the project will begin 
construction in 2013. We hope the Rotary Dog Park will be one of the 

premiere dog parks in the area including agility dog park equipment.  
Memberships will be sold prior to the completion.  Stay tune for further 
updates. 

Metro East Park and Recreation District Grant
The Metro East Park and Recreation District has awarded a grant of 

$35,726 to the City of Belleville as part of their FY13 Park and Trail 
Grant Matching Program.  This grant money will be used towards place-
ment of a modular restroom building at Hough Park, 417 North 3rd St.  
The project will also include a paved trail and drinking fountain acces-
sible along the Richland Creek Greenway Trail.  Look for construction 
to be completed by the end of ’13. This is a much needed improvement 
to the park.

KImBALL PLAzA IN BICENTENNIAL PARK

CITy’S PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTmENT RECEIVES gRANTS!

For the latest news and events please check  the 
library’s website at: www.bellevillepubliclibrary.org

Main Library
121 E. Washington
Mon-Thur: 9am-8pm
Fri-Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun. Closed
234-0441

West Branch Library
3414 West Main St.
Mon, Wed, Sat: 9am-5pm
Tues, Thur: Noon– 8pm
Fri, Sun: Closed
233-4366

Plans to form a Sustainability Committee 


